
  
   

   
 

  
  

 
 

     
    

 
    
    

  
    

    

  
  

   
    

    

  
  

  
 

    
      

   

    
              

         
        

Channels for Livestock Slaughter in California 
This flowchart is intended to provide an overview of livestock slaughter options for Livestock 

Producers, Mobile Slaughter Operations (MSOs), and Meat, Poultry and Egg Safety Branch (MPES) 
registered Custom Exempt meat processing establishments and their customers 

The owner 
purchases the live 

animal(s) 

The owner raises 
the animal(s) 

Slaughter conducted on 
current owner’s property 

CDFA-licensed Custom 
Livestock Slaughterhouse 

Carcasses and resulting meat cuts 
all marked "Not for Sale" 

USDA-inspected 
slaughterhouse 

Meat is delivered to 
owner and/or sold into 

commerce 

Returned to Owner: 
Carcasses and resulting meat 

cuts for personal use only 

OR 

Custom meat processor: 
Carcasses and resulting 

meat cuts all marked 
"Not for Sale" and returned 
to owner for personal use 

Slaughter by MPES-licensed 
Mobile Slaughter Operation on 

MPES-registered Livestock 
Producer property* 

*Cattle slaughter has additional requirements; 
please contact the CDFA Bureau of Livestock 

Identification for more information 




