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Visual Comparison: 
New World Screwworm vs. Other Flies

Stage New World Screwworm Fly (Cochliomyia 
hominivorax) 

House (Musca domestica) & Green 
Bottle Flies (Lucilia sericata)

Fly

Larva

•	Metallic blue-green 
body, ~8-10 mm in 
length

•	Large, orange eyes

•	Three dark vertical 
stripes on back 
(thorax)
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•	Encircling bands of dark, 
pointed spines on each body 
segment

•	“Screw-like” appearance
•	 ~6.5 – 17 mm long

•	Sharp, dark mouth hooks 
used to tear flesh of host 
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Note: this is a quick reference tool for veterinarians and other animal health professionals that have identified fly larvae in a 
live host. For definitive diagnosis of NWS, larvae should be sent to a specialist. Report findings to your State Animal Health 
Official (SAHO). 
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https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-photo-gallery
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/projex/gallery/dl/Beneficial_Arthropods_Parasitoids/TEXT/DIP_House_fly_Musca_domestica.html
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/IN205

