
Mission Statement

The Animal Health Branch is 
California’s organized, professional 
veterinary medical unit that protects 
livestock populations, consumers, and 
the State’s economy from catastrophic 
animal diseases and other health or 
agricultural problems. 
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California Equine Medication Rule Changes
Effective January 1, 2014

The California equine industry sponsored 
legislation in 1971 to prevent the misuse 
of drugs and medications in equines 
(horses, ponies, mules and donkeys) in 
public shows and sales. The resulting 
law is Food and Agricultural Code 
(FAC) Sections 24000-24018, which 
outlines the California Equine Medication 
Rule (CEMR) for equines in California 
public shows, competition and sales.  
The California Department of Food 
and Agriculture (CDFA) manages the 
Equine Medication Monitoring Program 
(EMMP). Personnel monitor equines 
in public shows, competition and sales 
through random blood or urine sample 
collection for chemical analysis to ensure the integrity of these events through the control of performance 
and disposition enhancing drugs and permitting limited therapeutic use of drugs at horse shows and 
competitions.  In California, equine exhibitors and consignors must comply with both the CEMR and 
any event-sponsoring organization drug and medication rule with the more stringent medication rule 
applying for the event.  

The EMMP Advisory Committee recognition that the CEMR was inconsistent with nationally-accepted 
standards for equine performance horse medication rules led to a request for CEMR updates and initiation 
of the rule change process in 2011.  The EMMP proposed FAC changes were submitted in 2012 for the 
2013 Legislative Session.  The 2013 Assembly Committee on Agriculture sponsored Assembly Bill (AB) 
1388, which included the proposed CEMR regulation changes.  AB 1388 was approved and signed by the 
Governor on August 16, 2013.   The United States Equestrian Federation (USEF), the largest governing 
body for US equestrian sports, and the EMMP are collaborating to align future drug rules of the two 
programs.

Some of the key changes to the California Equine Medication Rule include:

1. Elimination of the requirement for an owner declaration statement for the administration of a nonsteroidal 
anti-inflammatory drug (NSAID), since routine use of NSAIDS is permissible.
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2. Expansion of the permissible NSAID list to include firocoxib (Equioxx®) and diclofenic acid (Surpass®).  

3. Addition of Dexamethazone (Azium®) and Methocarbamol (Robaxin®) with maximum permissible detectable levels to the 
permissible therapeutic drug and medicine list.

4. All permissible drug levels will be consistent with USEF levels. 

The revisions to the California Equine Medication Rule become effective on January 1, 2014.

The EMMP will post additional details on the Equine Medication Rule change at : http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/emmp/

Equine Updates

New California Equine Entry Requirements: EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2014

 Effective January 1, 2014, California Equine Entry Requirements will change to include a Certificate of Veterinary 
Inspection (health certificate) and verification that the horse or other Equidae has tested negative for Equine Infectious Anemia 
(EIA) within twelve (12) months before entry.

 Due to the low prevalence of EIA in the United States, this change in the EIA entry requirement extends the EIA 
testing interval from six (6) months to (12) months, while retaining a level of surveillance to protect the California equine 
population from this important equine disease.  
    
For more information on California’s equine entry requirements visit:
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/animal_health/horses_and_equidae.html

Contagious Equine Metritis Investigation Winds Down

 Since January 2013, California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) Animal Health Branch (AHB) veterinarians 
have been responding to a Contagious Equine Metritis (CEM) incident in the state.  The investigation identified twenty-two (22) 
exposed horses: eleven (11) stallions exposed in the 2012 breeding season, two (2) mares and one (1) foal from the 2012 
breeding season, three (3) stallions and four (4) mares exposed in 2008 and one (1) mare exposed in 2007.  One (1) stallion 
and two (2) mares remain under quarantine in California pending completion of the required testing and treatment protocols.  
All other horses, including the four (4) horses found CEM positive, completed the required testing and treatment protocols and 
were released from quarantine.  

 The National Veterinary Services Laboratory (NVSL) determined that the strain of Tayorella equigenitalis from the 
four (4) positive horses did not match any strain ever found in the United States (US), indicating no relationship to any previous 
US cases of CEM.  The epidemiologic investigation has not been able to identify the source of infection in this incident. 
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/animal_health/Contagious_Equine_Metritis.html
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Funding Cut - Equine West Nile Virus Surveillance

 In August 2013, the California Department of Public Health announced that the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention had reduced funding for the California West Nile Surveillance Program. This funding reduction led to the reduction 
or elimination of many components of the program, including subsidies for Equine West Nile Surveillance Testing.  

 Effective September 1, 2013, WNV serologic testing of clinically affected horses at the California Animal Health and 
Food Safety (CAHFS) Laboratory is no longer free of charge.  Standard CAHFS fees for sample submissions for WNV testing 
now apply.  http://www.cahfs.ucdavis.edu/

 By law, cases of Equine West Nile Virus are reportable to the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA).  
CDFA will report any significant changes in equine WNV prevalence to the public; CDFA will no longer confirm or report 
individual equine WNV cases.  CDFA recommends that veterinarians continue to encourage clients to vaccinate horses for 
WNV and to submit samples from horses showing signs consistent with WNV for WNV testing.

Equine Herpesvirus-1 Workshop - October 19, 2013 in San Diego, CA

 EHV-1 infection, prevention, mitigation and management will be the focus of the Equine Herpesvirus-1 Workshop for 
equine veterinary professionals at the Town and Country Resort and Convention Center, San Diego, CA on October 19, 2013.  
The workshop is a joint presentation of the United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) and the American Association 
of Equine Practitioners (AAEP) Foundation.  Equine infectious disease experts from across the country will provide attendees 
with current information on EHV-1 outbreaks, diagnostics, vaccine development efforts, biosecurity, regulatory mitigations 
and other pertinent issues.  Morning presentations and an afternoon panel discussion will provide workshop attendees with 
core concepts to effectively respond to potential outbreaks and to minimize disease transmission risks. For more detail and 
additional information on this upcoming workshop, contact Dr. Kent Fowler at kent.fowler@cdfa.ca.gov.
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Bovine Tuberculosis - October 1, 2013 Update

 A granuloma submission, from routine slaughter surveillance at a California slaughter plant on September 24, 2013 
was found to be histologically compatible with tuberculosis (TB) at the California Animal Health and Food Safety laboratory. 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex species was confirmed by polymerase chain reaction at the National Veterinary Services 
Laboratory on September 30, 2013.  The initial trace investigation has identified the sample as from a 12 year-old beef cow 
from a ranch in San Diego County. The cattle herd on the premises of origin is quarantined and the herd is scheduled for 
tuberculosis testing.

 An investigation into the origin of a TB-infected cow identified in routine slaughter surveillance at a California 
slaughter plant in April 2013 is ongoing.  Unfortunately, the animal identification collected was inadequate to confidently trace 
this cow to its herd of origin.  Although the initial results of genetic breed analysis ruled-out the four major dairy breeds, repeat 
analysis of tissue associated with the TB-lesion identify the animal as a Jersey cow.  Whole genomic sequencing shows that 
this is a unique bovine TB strain not closely related to any previous case in the United States (US).

 The initial investigation of cattle associated with the Tulare County TB-affected dairy herd identified in February 2013 
was completed without any indication of disease spread.  Ninety-nine (99) herds had epidemiologic investigations, thirty-six 
(36) herds were examined for cattle with brands from the affected herd and 106,000 cattle in sixty-five (65) trace herds were 
TB tested by regulatory personnel.  Retesting of several trace herds is scheduled.  The affected herd is operating under a plan 
to “test and remove” cattle from the herd to eradicate infection.  The herd has had three removal tests; to date, fourteen (14) 
cattle with bovine TB have been removed from the herd.  California Department of Public Health and California Occupational 
Safety and Health Agency oversight of the dairy personnel is in place.  The bovine TB genotype involved in this herd has been 
isolated from three dairy herds in the US, the current herd and two related California herds in 2002- 2003.  No matching strains 
have been found in people or other animals in the US.

Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea -
A Production-Related Disease

 The United States Department of Agriculture, National Veterinary Services Laboratory confirmed the identification of 
porcine epidemic diarrhea virus (PEDV) in the United States (US) in May 2013.  PEDV is widespread in many countries around 
the globe, but this was the first identification of the virus in the US and the virus has caused significant challenges to the US 
swine industry.  PEDV is not a regulatory/reportable disease or a trade-restricting disease, but a production-related disease.   

 PEDV may appear clinically with acute diarrhea similar to transmissible gastroenteritis (TGE) virus.  The virus is shed 
in feces and survives in manure for extended periods of time.  Objects contaminated with manure from infected pigs can be 
a source of infection to other pigs.  The National Pork Board is working on research projects to better understand PEDV and 
to assist producers and their veterinarians in the management, control and potential elimination of the virus.  Producers are 
encouraged to maintain strict biosecurity protocols and to work with their herd veterinarian if any TGE-like clinical signs appear 
in their swine.  

 National Pork Board guidelines to reduce the risk of PEDV infected manure were developed with biosecurity 
recommendations for pork producers, land owners and commercial manure haulers, who travel between farms.  For more 
information: http://www.pork.org/Research/2641/ResearchLatestNews.aspx#.Uhd3GZJJOKI
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For interstate movement:
The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) has the regulatory authority to establish and enforce entry requirements for 

dogs and cats into California.  

 California Entry Requirements for Dogs:  

 All domestic dogs must be healthy. 

 Dogs over four (4) months of age must have a current certificate of rabies vaccination. 

 California Entry Requirements for Cats:  

 All domestic cats must be healthy.

Please see the CDPH website for additional information on movement of dogs and cats into California:

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/vphs/Pages/PetImportation.aspx

Some airlines require an Interstate Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (ICVI) for dogs and cats being flown into California, so remind 

clients to check with the airlines for airline-specific requirements and to verify the airline requirement for ICVI validity from date of 

issue, since this period may be less than for regulatory purposes.  The entry requirements for dogs and cats in other US states vary, 

so it is important to check entry requirements in the state of destination before movement of animals.  USDA provides a link to US 

State Requirements on their website: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/import_export/animals/animal_import/animal_imports_states.shtml

It is advisable to contact the destination State Veterinarian for additional information and to check on the most current entry 

requirements: http://www.usaha.org/Portals/6/StateAnimalHealthOfficials.pdf

If the destination state requires an ICVI for canines or felines, veterinarians can obtain the United States Interstate and International 

Certificate of Health Examination for Small Animals (APHIS Form 7001) by contacting personnel at the United States Department 

of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Inspections Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services, California/Nevada Area Office (916-854-3950) or 

download the on-line form at: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/library/forms/pdf/APHIS7001.pdf

For international movement: 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) establishes import requirements for dogs and cats being brought to the US 

from other countries.  CDC provides valuable guidance information for importation of pets into the US at 

http://www.cdc.gov/animalimportation/dogs.html

If a client is shipping an animal internationally from the US, advise the client to begin the process well in advance of the time of 

travel.  Each country may have specific health requirements for entry of animals.  USDA provides guidance and resources to assist 

in preparation to export animals (http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/) and endorses certificates for international 

movement of animals. 

For information on movement of pets see the CDFA Frequently Asked Question web page:  

http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/FAQS.html

Movement of Dogs and Cats
Tips and Clarifications

There is no State of California CVI form for use with small animals.



Office Technician Patricia Ballard, a familiar face to many in the Department, 
recently joined the Animal Health Branch at Sacramento Headquarters.   Patricia began 
work with CDFA in the Financial Services Cashier Unit in 1995.  She is excited about the 
new and challenging work with the Animal Health Branch, but leaving her co-workers after 
eighteen years was a big change!  

Patricia has been married to her husband, Ken, for fifteen years and they have 
three wonderful children and five grandchildren. In her free time, she is active in church 
functions and likes to read, do puzzles, play games, spend time with her husband and relax 
in the backyard watching birds.

Staff Biographies

Office Technician Kaitlyn Grossman is the most recent addition to the Animal 
Health Branch.  She was born in Albuquerque, New Mexico and moved to Sacramento 
in 1994.  Kaitlyn was a Sacramento City College Student Assistant with the California 
Environmental Protection Agency, Water Resources Control Program.  She began part-
time work as an Office Technician with the Department of Public Health, Tobacco Control 
Program in 2012 and transitioned to a full-time position with CDFA in September 2013.     

Kaitlyn has an active life away from the office.  She is an avid softball player, 
playing evenings during the week on several recreational teams and with a travel 
team for tournaments on weekends.  As a Registered Hospice Volunteer for Kaiser 
Permanente, she is an active volunteer in her spare time.  Kaitlyn and Midas, her six 
pound “fur baby” Chihuahua, currently live in Elk Grove, CA and plan to move Midtown 
Sacramento this Fall. 
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Contact Information

District Offices
Veterinarians In Charge (VIC)

Redding:  Dr. Charles Palmer
2135 Civic Center Drive, Room 8

Redding, CA 96001
 (530) 225-2140

Modesto:  Dr. Randy Anderson
3800 Cornucopia Way, Suite F

Modesto, CA 95358
(209) 491-9350

Tulare:  Dr. Clementa Frederiksen
18830 Road 112
Tulare, CA 93274
(559) 685-3500

Ontario:  Dr. Predrag Pecic
1910 South Archibald Avenue, Suite Y

Ontario, CA 91761
(909) 947-4462

Additional AHFSS Branches

Bureau of Livestock Identification 
Greg Lawley, Chief

(916) 900-5006

Milk and Dairy Food Safety 
 Dr. Stephen Beam, Chief

(916) 900-5008

Meat, Poultry and Egg Safety 
Dr. Douglas Hepper, Chief

(916) 900-5004

Animal Health Branch
Dr. Kent Fowler, Chief

Headquarters:  (916) 900-5002
Fax:                  (916) 900-5333
Permit Line:      (916) 900-5052

United States Department of Agriculture
Area Veterinarian In Charge

Dr. Gary Brickler
(916) 854-3950/Toll Free: (877) 741-3690

State Veterinarian
and

Director, Animal Health and
Food Safety Services

Dr. Annette Jones
(916) 900-5000

California Department of Food and Agriculture
Animal Health and Food Safety Services

Animal Health Branch
1220 N Street

Sacramento, CA  95814

Physical Address:
2800 Gateway Oaks Drive
Sacramento, CA  95833

Website:  www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/Index.html
Email:  ahbfeedback@cdfa.ca.gov
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