
 July 25, 2013 

 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE (CDFA) 

ANIMAL HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY SERVICES (AHFSS) 
MEAT, POULTRY AND EGG SAFETY BRANCH   (MPES) 

SHELL EGG ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SEAC) 
MEETING MINUTES 

July 25, 2013 – Telephone Conference 
 

Location: 2800 Gateway Oaks, Room 173 
       Sacramento, CA 95833 
 
Item  
No.  
(1)  CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Mike Sencer called the SEAC meeting to order at 10:33 a.m. and a quorum 
was established.   

 
(2)  ROLL CALL  
 Roll call taken by Mr. Tony Herrera, Program Supervisor.  
 
 Committee Members Present: 
 Michael Sencer, Chairman 

Wayne Winslow, Vice Chairman  
 David Will, Chino Valley Ranchers 

Steve Mahrt, Petaluma Farms  
            Gary Foster, Farm Fresh Packaging LLC – Wasco 

Michael Gemperle, Gemperle Family Farms  
Milton O’Haire, CACASA Representative  

 Don Brown, Alternate  
Richard Jenkins, Alternate 

  
 Committee Members Absent: 
 Gary Caseri, Public Member   

 
Interested Parties:  

 Neal Rye, Hidden Villa Ranch   
 Tim Pelican, Stanislaus County  
 

CDFA: 
Dr. Doug Hepper, Branch Chief  

 Tony Herrera, Program Supervisor  
 Ken Takeshita, Southern District Supervisor (North Area) 
 Rosie Martin, Account Clerk II  
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(3)  APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 15, 2013 and June 13, 2013 
 

Chairman Sencer asked the committee to review the May 15, 2013 meeting minutes.  
 
Corrections were noted, Mr. David Will was in attendance and Mr. Milton O’Haire made 
no motions.  
 
Chairman Sencer then asked the committee to review the June 13, 2013 meeting minutes.  
 
Chairman Sencer asked motion to be made to accept the minutes as submitted. 
 
Motion #1: A motion was made by Mr. Gary Foster to accept the May 15, 2013 minutes 
with the corrections. Mr. Steve Mahrt seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Motion #2: A motion was made by Mr. Gary Foster to accept the June 13, 2013 minutes 
as submitted. Mr. Steve Mahrt seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
  

(4)  ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES 
 

Mr. Milton O’Haire informed the committee that the committee members of the sub-
committee met on July 9, 2013 to discuss the current draft of the administrative penalties 
matrix. An additional meeting is scheduled for August 7, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. in Modesto, 
CA to further discuss. Thus far, it has been agreed upon all: 
 

• Penalties must be reviewed and approved by the Secretary of CDFA before 
sending a notice to the respondent.   

 
• Proposed fine ranges will be determined based on frequency and severity of 

violations. Rates of severity are as follows:  
 Minor  
 Moderate  
 Serious 

 
A new draft will be available for review before the next SEAC meeting on August 28, 
2013. 

 
(5)  PROGRAM UPDATES 
 

Mr. Herrera provided the members with an ESQM update. The following was discussed: 
 

• Mr. Herrera and the ESQM District Supervisors attended FDA training recently 
and are now FDA commissioned to perform Salmonella Enteritidis (SE) 
preventative inspections.  
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• The new Shell Egg Food Safety (SEFS) manual is almost complete and will be 
ready for review at the next SEAC meeting.  
 

• The Certificate of Movement regulation language has been sent back to the 
program from CDFA’s Legal Office, with further clarification needed in the 
Initial Statement of Reasons (ISR).  
 

• Annual Registration regulation language has been sent to CDFA’s Legal Office 
for review and approval.  

 
• CASS retail inspection reports were provided to SEAC members. Upon review, a 

suggestion was made to send CASS inspectors to areas with the most rejected 
eggs. It was suggested San Mateo, Santa Clara, Alameda, and Contra Costa 
counties have more frequent visits.  

 
(6)  OTHER BUSINESS 
 

• Dr. Doug Hepper informed the committee that a release of quarantine of spent 
hens has been issued, and composting of spent hens is considered rendering, 
which requires a license from CDFA. Much of the egg industry is in violation of 
this.  

 
• After much discussion by Dr. Hepper and the committee, a sub-committee was 

formed to meet and supply the committee with a legislative solution at the next 
meeting.  

 
The sub-committee consists of Don Brown as Chairman, Mike Gemperle, 
Steve Mahrt, Debbie Murdock, and Ken Takeshita.  

 
• The next SEAC meeting will be August 28, 2013 in Ontario, CA, held at the 

Double Tree Hotel. It will begin at 2:00 p.m. 
 
(7) ADJOURN 
 

Chairman Sencer asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
  

MOTION #3:  A motion was made by Mr. Mahrt to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Foster 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.   
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted:  

 
 ______________________ 
 Rosemerry Martin 


