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Horse owners urged to pursue vaccinations

SACRAMENTO, April, 19, 2012 – The risk of a return of West Nile virus to California this year is renewing calls for

horse owners to make sure their animals are vaccinated. In 2011, 15 horses in California were confirmed

positive for West Nile Virus. Four of the 15 were euthanized. All of the euthanized horses were not vaccinated

“Outbreaks of West Nile virus are still a risk for horses,” said California State Veterinarian Dr. Annette

Whiteford. “Horse owners should contact their veterinarians as soon as possible to ensure vaccination status is

current. If people get the necessary shots for their horses now, the animals will have optimal protection against

the disease.”

Signs of West Nile virus include stumbling, staggering, wobbling, weakness, muscle twitching and inability to

stand. Horses contract the disease from carrier mosquitoes and are not contagious to other horses or people.

Not every horse exposed to the virus will die, however, over the past eight years, affected horses have

experienced a mortality rate of nearly 40 percent.

CDFA is cooperating with the California Department of Public Health to detect and respond to the disease in

California. Horses provide an additional sentinel for disease detection in the environment. For more

information, click on http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/WNV_Info.html

-30-

Follow CDFA News on Twitter and Facebook

California Department of Food and Agriculture Office of Public Affairs

1220 N St., Ste. 214, Sacramento, CA 95814

916-654-0462, www.cdfa.ca.gov

1 of 1


