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California is Classified as “Accredited Free” for TB 

California first gained “TB-Free” status in 1999 only to 
lose it in April 2003 after bovine TB was confirmed in 
three dairy herds in the central valley. After depopulating 
the affected herds and tracing and testing the associated 
cattle, California regained “TB-Free” status in April 2005. 
Bovine TB was detected in a Fresno County dairy herd in 
December 2007. Two associated dairy herds were 
confirmed TB-affected in May 2008, for a total of three 
affected dairies in Fresno County and the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) downgraded 
California’s TB status to “Modified Accredited 
Advanced” (MAA) in September 2008. A fourth affected 
dairy herd was confirmed in San Bernardino County in 
2009.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

California was on its 24-month countdown to regain “TB-
Free” status when a TB-affected herd was detected in 
April 2011. Two additional herds were detected, in 
October 2011 and December 2011, for a total of three 
affected herds in San Bernardino County. In February 
2013, an affected dairy herd was identified in Tulare 
County. The release of quarantine on this last herd in July 
2014 started the 24-month countdown to California’s 
application for USDA “TB-Free” status.  

Last California Tuberculosis (TB) Affected Herd Released 

The Tulare County TB-affected dairy herd identified in 
February 2013 was released from quarantine in July 2014 
after completing a “test and removal plan” to eradicated 
infection. Fourteen cattle with bovine TB were removed 
from the herd. The TB-strain in this herd matched the 
strain detected in two related California herds in 2002. 
The investigation has been completed without any 
indication of disease spread. The herd is scheduled for 
annual post-quarantine release testing for five years. 
 

The San Bernardino County TB-affected dairy herds 
identified in April and December 2011 continue on their 
annual post-quarantine release testing. 

California TB Investigations 

An investigation into the source of a TB infected Holstein 
steer detected during routine inspection at an Arizona 
slaughter plant in January 2016 is ongoing. An 
investigation of cattle moved to California from a TB-
affected dairy herd in Texas was completed in December 
2015 with no findings of infection in the receiving herds. A 
TB-infected dairy cow slaughtered in California in 
November 2013 was investigated in Utah and California. 
Investigations and testing to this date have not revealed 
an affected herd. 
 

The investigation into the herd of origin of a TB-infected 
beef cow detected during routine inspection at a 
California slaughter plant in September 2013 has been 
completed. The herd of origin has been TB-tested 
negative twice, and neighboring cattle and wildlife have 
tested negative. The TB-strain matched that isolated from 
the Jersey cow slaughtered at a California plant in April 
2013. This unique strain is not closely related to any 
previous United States (U.S.) case. The most likely origin 
of the Jersey cow was a dispersed dairy herd that had 
contact with the beef herd.  
 

Animal Traceability 

Animal identification and 
good record keeping are 
crucial for success and 
efficient tracing of cattle 
from slaughter plants and 
TB-affected herds. Poor 
traceability can delay the 
detection of affected 
herds and it is good traceability that can reduce the time 
and cost of a TB-investigation. 

Animal Health and Food Safety Services 
Animal Health Branch 

Headquarters - (916) 900-5002 
Redding District - (530) 225-2140 
Modesto District - (209) 491-9350 

Tulare District - (559) 685-3500 
Ontario District - (909) 947-4462 

USDA-APHIS-VS - (916) 854-3950 or (877) 741-3690 

For more information on the Animal Health Branch 
please visit the following:  

www.cdfa.ca.gov/animal_health 

w
w

w
.cd

fa.ca.go
v 

For more information on tuberculosis, please visit: 
CDFA —Bovine Tuberculosis 

Following review of California’s TB program, California 
was classified as “TB-Free” as of August 8, 2016. 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/animal_health/Index.html
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/animal_health/TB_Info.html
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