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Good mornme. My name 1z Rachel Borzatd and I am the Compost Program Manager at the Solana Center
for Environmental Innovation, a 25-vear old nonprefit i Encinrta: Califormia. As Program Manager, I manaze
composting education for several munieipalities, inehiding the “rothna”, where anvone and everyvone can call in and
ret composting advice. This service gives me a divect line 1o the public and their thoughts on composting and wasts
reduction. In addifion to the wsual quastions on how to Zet started composting, I'm mereasmgly getting calls from
hospitals, restaurants, food processing plants, umiversities and rasidents wanting to recyele thew food scraps and vard
trimmings. At the same fima, composting facilities throughout California cannot keep up with the demand for
compest from farms, businesses and residents wanfing to use a less expenzive, less polluting, water-retaining
altermative to the petrochemical based fert:lizers and pesticides, However, there are bamiers to mereasing
composting in Calfornia, mostly surounding permittmz and sducation.

So what 15 my visien for Califormia agriculture by 20307
#  That all agnenitoral and feod production systems will recyels their waste, both orgamie and morzanic, and
reduce the uze of nitrogen, petrolenm, and other non-renswabls mpuis.
#  That cities and counties will collaborate with mmal commumities and get the orgames out of the landall and
back mto the land.
®  That it will be simple and sacond nature to compest both on- and off-site, whether vou own 2 farm, 2 houss,
a ranch or an aparmeent.

The biggest challenges in achisving this vision now are two 135u8s:

#  The first is permitiing. Comently there are a whole slaw of 155ues that make permutiing a new compost
facility a hundred times move difficult than permtiing a landf2ll. It iz m the both the CDFA and the
agriculmoral commumity’s mterest to work with local and state governments to remove these impediments to
composting.

#  The second iz education. Simalar to recyeling, composting organics should be the norm for famulies,
busmesses, farms and ranches, whether 1t’s a pickup service or on-site. Wot that composting will cure all of
soclety s woes, but 1t 15 2 good step n reducing our impact on the earth, taking responsibibity for the things
we consume znd understanding that orgamics are 2 rasource, not a waste product.

In 2030, public parception of recyeling all organics will become the norm. Whether in their backvard, on the farm, at
the ranch, or at work, people will expect that therr orzamics will be composted and put back mto the land.
Compostng can connect all people with the land and let them zes that soil 13 somethmg you buld, not just
someathing vou buy at the store.

Thank vou for your fime and for hosting thess listening sessions.



