August 22, 2008

A.G. Rawamura

Secretary

California Department of Food and Agriculture
1220 N Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Al Montna

President

State Board of Food and Agriculture
1220 N Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Secretary Kawamura and Mr. Montna:

The undersigned partners of the California Rangeland Conservation Coalition would like to thank
you for the opportunity to provide our comments on the California Agricultural Vision 2030.

The California Rangeland Conservation Coalition is an unprecedented group of California
ranchers, environmental organizations and government agencies. Together, these partners are
working to preserve private working landscapes, support the long-term viability of the ranching
industry, and protect and enhance California rangeland for both legally protected and still-
common species. This unique partnership encompasses the expertise of rangeland ecologists,
managers and wildlife experts.

Our collective vision for the future of California rangelands includes vast tracts of private working
ranches that are economically viable and environmentally sustainable. Looking back over the past
twenty-five years, the biggest threat to rangelands has been the conversion to other uses. With
tens of thousands of acres of rangeland being converted annually and California’s population
projected to continue increasing, we believe rangelands will remain under siege and the biggest
challenge for the future of the ranching industry and the species that depend upon rangelands.

Rangelands provide a variety of benefits to society such as clean water, wildlife habitat, open space
and recreational opportunities. A founding goal of the Rangeland Coalition is to educate the public
about the benefits of grazing and ranching on rangelands. We hope that elected officials, agency
staff and land use planners recognize California’s working ranches include a rich and varied
landscape which supports numerous imperiled species and many native plants. Furthermore, we
hope the public will gain an appreciation that working ranches, and the species that rely on these
habitats, largely persist today due to the positive and experienced grazing and other land
stewardship practices of the ranchers that have owned and managed these lands and are committed
to a healthy future for their working landscapes.
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The Rangeland Coalition believes that the California Agricultural Vision should incorporate the
principles outlined within the California Rangeland Resolution:

= Keep common species common on private working landscapes;

=  Work to recover imperiled species and enhance habitat on rangelands while seeking to
minimize regulations on private lands and streamline processes;

= Support the long-term viability of the ranching industry and its culture by providing
economic, social and other incentives and by reducing burdens to proactive stewardship on

private ranchlands;

* Increase private, state and federal funding, technical expertise and other assistance to
continue and expand the ranching community’s beneficial land stewardship practices that
benefit sensitive species and are fully compatible with normal ranching practices;

» Lncourage voluntary, collaborative and locally-led conservation that has proven to be very
effective in maintaining and enhancing working landscapes; and

* Educate the public about the benefits of grazing and ranching in these rangelands.

We greatly appreciate your leadership in creating a California Agricultural Vision and the
opportunity to provide input to the process. If you have any questions please contact Tracy
Schohr, Director of Rangeland Conservation, California Cattlemen’s Association at (916) 444-0815

or at tschohr@calcattlemen.org.

Sincerely,

Partners to the California Rangeland Conservation Coalition
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Bruce Hafenfeld
President
California Cattlemen’s Association

Mark Kramer
Director, Federal Government Relations

Califomia Chapter, The Nature Conservancy
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Pia Sevelius
District Manager
Butte County Resource Conservation District
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Glenn Olson
Executive Director
Audubon California

John Hopkins
President
Institute for Iicological Health
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William M. Hatch
Board Member
San Joaquin Valley Conservancy
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Ed Pandolfino, Ph.D.
Chair, Placer County Conservation Committee
Sierra Foothills Audubon Society
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Patti Turner
District Manager
Colusa County Resource Conservation District
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David Runsten
Executive Director
Community Alliance With [Family FFarmers

Michael IFeeney
Executive Director
Land Trust for Santa Barbara County
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Karen Sweet
Executive Officer
Alameda County Resource Conservation District
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Ernest Whlte
President

Tehama County Resource Conservation District
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Judith Lamare, Ph.D.
President
Friends of Swainson's Hawk

NLELS

Chuck Peck
Executive Director
Sierra IFoothill Conservancy
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Amanda Jorgenson
Executive Director
California Native Plant Society
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Erik Vink ‘

Central Valley Program Director
Trust for Public Land
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Lydia M. Miller

President

San Joaquin Raptor/Wildlife Rescue
Center
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Brian A. Schmidt
Legislative Advocate
Committee for Green Foothills

W) e

Nita Vail
Executive Director
California Rangeland Trust
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Carol W, Witham

Director
Vernalpools org
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Lesa Carlton
Executive Director
California Wool Growers Assoclation

Kim Delfino

California Program Iirector
Defenders of Wildlife
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Eric Holst Phil Schoefer
Manager, Center for Conservation Incentives President, Board of Directors

Environmental Defense Western Shasta RCD
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Randi B. Paris
Board President,
California Native Grasslands Association

Lesa Osterholm
Bear River Watershed - Coordinator
Nevada County Resource Conservation District - Manager

Karen Barstow
Chair
East Merced Resource Conservation District

Attachments:
California Rangeland Resolution
California Rangeland Conservation Coalition IFocus Area Map



-spueppSues asoy) ur Surgoues pue Suizeld Jo s1FAUq oY) 1noqe o1jqnd dyy Suyedonpy =

tsodeospue] Sunprom Sunueyue
pue SUTUIEIUIRL Ul 2AN03Y)S K194 9q 03 uA0xd SBY 18U} UONEAIISUOD PI[-K[[2OO0] PUR SABRIOR[[00 ‘AIEjun[os SULSEINooUY

‘saoryorad

Surgoues reuLiou qiim apqreduioo L[y a1 pue saads 2ANISUSS 1JoUq 1By} $9013081d dIYspIemals puE] [RLYIU] § LJUnurod
Surgoures 313 puedxa pUE SNURUOD 03 BOURISISSE JSYI0 PUE Is11IadXa [BIIUY0I] “FUIpUn] [RIOPS] PUE 37E3S ojearid Suisesiou] a

‘spuepyoues a3ealad uo digspiemals aanoeoad 03 sueping Suonpas £q pue
SSATIUSOUI IO PUB BI20S Ormouodd Surptaoad £q aanymo syt pue Lnsnput Surgouel 3y Jo L1fiqeia wus3-Suof oy Sundoddng  «

‘s955900.1d SUIUIRAIIS PUB SPUR|
ayeaLid U0 SUORIBINSZT SZIUTUI 103 mﬁmwwm m?ﬁs mvgwﬁowcﬁ w0 12)1qEY Surueyua pue s30ads poTiIadl 1940001 03 SUDLIOAN =

mwmmo%ﬂﬁ masﬂo& BG:.& uo uowwios sarads uotwrwod Jurdesy]  a

:£q mﬁzm%ooa RO pUE mﬁqﬂmmfm Eoow@m mwvﬁuﬁ pue A3[[BA [e1IUID) S BIWIOJI[B)) SI[OIIOUD
1ey3 2dedospue] pueeSuel J1) 2dUR U pue 30101d 03 @ﬂwmﬁ fo,a, %mw.\,.mm,ﬂoepmmoo 8 Mw.om ano ST 31 1By} 21B[99P am HUOJAHAHL

- : _ bqﬂumﬁ UYL UIBWIDI SpUB[aSuB.I
arearad Jr apyp[is pue ysy ﬁmwmm s ruIOyi[e)) 10§ adeospuey masﬁo? EE.BQEM mzﬁ wﬁ;ﬁm 8 @smsnoo Auo s pue ST TUNUITIOD
[BIni pue %,ﬁmsvﬁ wmﬁocﬁ S BIUIOJI[R)) JO JLIqE) [BID0S PUE D{LWIOUO0ID 9Y) JO UONRPUNOJ [BONLID B 248 spuepSuel 35941 ‘SYAUTHM

‘sadeospue] SUnjIOM 91 0§ 21nng
A)[eaYy B 0] PYIIIUIOd .18 PUB SPUB[ 597} PISBUBW PUB PIUMO DARY JBY) SIOYOUE 313 Jo saonovid diyspiemals puef 0130 pue Suized
paoustiadys pue aanisod ayz 01 anp Lepoy 3sistod ApSie| syeiqey 2so1) uo i ey} saads oy pue ‘spueppSuet 2593 ‘SYAUTHM

‘sasn Ja13o puk JuadolaAdp
01 UOISIPAUOD JO YSLI JUBoyiuSis J& o0 pue senunod Suimod-1s31se) § BIUIOJI[B) Ul Paiedo] UsYo a4 spuepdues o503 ‘SVIHAHM

‘eoLW Y qiIoN Ul aysiue sioyder Sutoyuim yo Lsuap pue L11sIaa1p 1s9ySiy
a1} 01 PWOY a1 pur ‘A3[[BA [eNUS)) 2} Ul uowrwiod vvuc syued saneu Auewr ‘saroads papieduil snosownu 10ddns yorgm ‘spuerom
pue sease ueuedu ‘sjood [RUIOA ‘SpUB[POOM 3EO ‘spueisseid jo odeospue[ paLleA PUR [OLI B 9pROUl SPURIIUBRI 959U} ‘SVIUITHM

) sumo yoyy Kysnpuz Sunouvs ayg sof nonvpunof 3y 240 puv suapsis02s yuviiodu 1odgns
spuvy 95y ] “SaSuvd 15000 soLur Y1 puv S|j100f vaas ay Suipnpour Spupgpoom ypo puv spuvissvis qusvlpy sy sopmour puv (w4 104180
a1 sapanus 1oyt uorcod quvnfiuss wyy Givmound spuvpeSuvs pauno Gogparid s, pruiofip) o ouviiodun (oo ayg sxuS00aL pauSisiapun 7y J

UOIINJOS9Y pue[osuey LIUIOJI[B)



SR CALIFORNIA RANGELAND
T LD
i " CONSERVATION COALITION

Fociis Area Prioritization

Rangelands represent one of the most threatened habitats throughout the
western United States. In eddition to being threatened, these oak savannsh and
grassland habitats have relatively low levels of conservation management
svmas

while maintaining high biodiversity values. Many gressland birds, native plants
(ﬁ and threatened vernal pool species on this land: benefit from I

grazing p Intact, privately d lands face threat from

';- E increased low density, rural residential housing development in the foothills and

== (.4 o i % conversion to other uses.
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g the California Rangeland Conservation Coalition. This map flustrates the
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conservation easements and to carry out habitat enhancement projects for common
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