
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 
IRRIGATED LANDS REGULATORY PROGRAM 

• TEAM CONCEPT TO ADDRESS 
• NITRATE WATER QUALITY IMPAIRMENT 



SURFACE WATER BODIES IMPAIRED BY 
AGRICULTURAL DISCHARGES 



IRRIGATED LANDS REGULATORY PROGRAM 

Issue 
• Many surface water 

bodies in California are 
listed on the federal 
Clean Water Act section 
303(d) list as being 
impaired by agricultural 
sources.  

 
 
 
 

Objective 
• To monitor, assess, and control 

the impact to receiving waters 
caused by discharges from 
irrigated agricultural lands. 

 
• Improve WQ by requiring and 

assisting growers to develop and 
implement Management Plans 
and Practices 



GROUNDWATER IMPACTS 



NITRATE CONTAMINATION IN  ACTIVE COMMUNITY 
WATER SYSTEM WELLS 



DEGREE OF WATER QUALITY IMPACT 

Principal Contaminants Detected in Community Water Systems that Rely on Contaminated Groundwater 

Principal Contaminant (PC) 

Community 
PWS Where PC 

Has Been 
Detected 

Number of 
Community 
PWS Wells 

With Identified 
PCb 

Wells 
Sampled for 

PCc 

% of 
Sampled 

Wells >MCLd 

MCL 
(µg/L) 

Contaminant 
Typee,f 

              

Nitrate (as NO3) 206 452 8,168 5.5 45,000 Inorganic/ 
Nutrient 



CONDITIONAL WAIVER REQUIREMENTS 

Monitoring 

Education 

Implement 
Management 

Plans and  
Practices 

Group or 
Individual 
Enrollment 



BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

• Multi-Agency Approach 
– NRCS 
– RCD 
– UCCE 
– CAC 
– DPR 
– CDFA 



WATER QUALITY  MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

• Sediment 
• Nutrients 
• Pesticides 
• Bacteria 
• Temperature 
• Groundwater 
• Stormwater Runoff 

 



MULTI-AGENCY TEAM CONCEPT 
• Develop state-wide multi-agency MOU or MAA 
 
• The MOU would provide the frame-work for voluntary participation by 

agricultural agencies. 
   
• The multi-agency Team Concept approach would be charged with 

developing specific MPs as demonstration projects to address 
prioritized areas of agricultural related water quality impairment. 

   
• The multi-agency Team should include agencies associated with the 

pollutants of concern:  
– Pesticides – Department of Pesticides Regulation and County Agricultural 

Commissioners;  
– Nutrients – California Department of Food and Agriculture and County 

Agricultural Commissioners; for BMPs – Resource Conservation Districts, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, University of California 
Cooperative Extension, Farm Bureau’s.   

 



PROGRAM NEXT STEPS   

• Ongoing assessment of monitoring data 
• Coalitions to develop Management Plans to 

address impaired waters of the state 
• Prioritize water quality impaired areas 

– Assist growers to develop and implement  
Management Plans to address priority impaired 
waters of the state   

• Follow-up monitoring to assess performance 
• Address non-filers 

 
 



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

• SWRCB Agricultural Web Page 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/agriculture/ 
 

– ILRP Monthly Reports 
– 303(d) list of impaired water bodies (Agriculture) 
– Regional Board ILRP Monitoring Reports 
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