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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 ‘N’ Street – Main Auditorium  Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
  

MEETING MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 22, 2010 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER 

(a)  The meeting was called to order Wednesday, September 22, 2010, at approximately 10:00 a.m.  
Al Montna, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President Montna. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Al Montna   Marvin Meyers  Luawanna Hallstrom   
Michael Darnell  Kerry Tucker   Kiran Black    
Ashley Boren   Adan Ortega, Jr.   Daniel Dooley 
David Wehner   Ben Drake    Donald Bransford  

 Craig McNamara  
     

Absent: 
Arlan Van Leeuwen  Sean McNally  
  
     

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – August 25, 2010 
Board member Michael Darnell moved to approve the minutes of the August 25, 2010 meeting.  
Board member Marvin Meyers seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

Secretary A.G. Kawamura announced the passing of the Undersecretary Will Brown and the State 
Board observed a moment of silence.   

 
(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Chilean Ministry of Agriculture 

The Board heard a presentation from the Chilean Ministry of Agriculture concerning Chile’s water 
challenges, agricultural exchanges and the visit to California by the Chilean President.  
 
Speaker: 
 The Honorable José Antonio Galilea, Chilean Agricultural Minister  

 
The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD – Food Banks 
The Board heard from the California Association of Food Banks concerning the organizations 
initiative with the State Board to increase farm donations to California food banks. 
 
Speaker: 
 Sue Sigler, California Association of Food Banks 

 
MOTION: Board member Kerry Tucker recommended that Secretary Kawamura and the 
department’s legislative office work with California Association of Food Banks on a potential farm 
donation tax credit/incentive for farmers. Board member Dan Dooley seconded the motion and a 
unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(7) PANEL DISCUSSION – Motivating Agricultural Water Use Efficiency (Including           

 Conservation and Re-Use) 
Board member Adan Ortega, Jr. conducted a facilitated discussion with panelist concerning water 
conservation, reclaimed water use and emerging conservation technologies. 
 
Speakers included: 
 David Zoldoske, Center for Irrigation technology 
 Jill Willis, Best Best & Krieger 
 Gary Sawyers, Sawyers & Holland, LLP 

 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) PANEL DISCUSSION – Motivating Storage Opportunities to Encourage Efficiency 

Board member Adan Ortega conducted a facilitated discussion will panelists concerning transfers 
and water exchanges for urban agencies and agricultural areas. In addition, panelists discussed 
interregional partnerships for water efficiency. 
 
Speakers included: 
 David Guy, Northern California Water Association 
 Martin McIntyre, San Luis Water District 
 Debra Man, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(9) PANEL DISCUSSION – Status of Existing Official State Reform Efforts 

Board member Adan Ortega conducted a facilitated discussion with panelists concerning California 
Department of Water Resources drought planning and efficiencies within the current water 
infrastructure. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Kamyar Guivetchi, California Department of Water Resources 
 Justin Fredrickson, California Farm Bureau Federation 

 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(10) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Equity and Social Justice in Agriculture & Water 
Board member Adan Ortega conducted a facilitated discussion with panelists concerning social 
justice issues related to the current agriculture and water relationship. 
 
Speakers Include: 
 Fred Simonelli, California Metals Coalition 
 Irma Munoz, Mujeres de la Tierra 
 Mario Santoyo, Latino Water Coalition. 

 
 The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(11) OTHER BUSINESS 
 The Board had one action item for consideration. 
  

 Approval of a letter to the Delta Stewardship Council on the final Interim Plan for the Delta. 
 
MOTION: Board member Dan Dooley moved that the letter be approved. Board member Adan 
Ortega seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
In addition, Board member Marvin Meyers moved that the Board write a letter supporting the San 
Luis Water District/Metropolitan Water District transfer. 

 
MOTION: Board member Marvin Meyers moved that a letter be sent to the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation, California Department of Water Resources and the State Water Resource Board 
supporting the San Luis Water District/Metropolitan Water District transfer. Don Bransford 
seconded the motion. Board member Adan Ortega requested an amendment to the motion, accepted 
by the Board members Meyers and Bransford, that a second letter be addressed to the California 
Congressional Delegation concerning the issue. A unanimous vote carried the motion.  

 
(12) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

President Montna opened the meeting to public comments. Two individuals provided comments: 
 
Brett Baker, Central Delta Water Agency, commented that conservation should not be seen as a 
means to facilitate water transfers. Efforts on conservation should be regional focused and that 
conservation should result in a net increase of water supply. In addition, Mr. Baker took issue with a 
statement made during the meeting that indicated that the Delta was unable to provide needed water 
supplies. Concerning this, Mr. Baker commented that we cannot dictate water flows, fish needs, etc. 
 
Brandon Souza, Agricultural Water Management Council, recognized the Board for its work in 
water policy and water use efficiency. Agricultural Management Council is a non-profit 
organization working to improve water efficiency within the state. Mr. Souza wanted to point out 
that water use efficiency and district water use efficiency should not be viewed in the same light. 

 
(13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION: Board member Kerry Tucker moved that the meeting be adjourned in the memory of 
William R. Brown. Board member Marvin Meyers seconded the motion and a unanimous vote 
carried the motion. 
 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:05 p.m.  
 


