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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 
 

Location: InterContinental Hotel    Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 2151 Avenue of the Stars   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Meeting Room – Chateau VIII 
 Los Angeles, CA 90067 
 
  

MEETING MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 30, 2009 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER 

(a)  The meeting was called to order Wednesday, September 30, 2009, at approximately 9:21 a.m.  
Al Montna, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President Montna. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Al Montna   Daniel Dooley   Arlan Van Leeuwen  

 Adan Ortega, Jr.  Karen Ross   Ashley Boren  
Kerry Tucker   Thomas Deardorff II   

      
Absent: 
Luawanna Hallstrom   David Wehner   Donald Valpredo 
Marvin Meyers  Donald Bransford   
Michael Darnell  Craig McNamara 
             

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September 2, 2009 
 

MOTION: Board member Daniel Dooley moved to approve the minutes of the September 2, 2009 
meeting.  Board member Karen Ross seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

A departmental update was not provided. 
 

(5) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD 
The Board heard from two speakers regarding California Food Policy Forums. The forums focus on 
public outreach to connect local communities to their food supply. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Michael Dimock, Roots of Change 
 Commissioner Paula Daniels, Los Angeles Board of Public Works 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD 
The Board heard from one speaker who provided a presentation on the “Farm on Wheels” concept – 
bringing locally grown food into the home kitchen. 
 
Speaker: 
 Mia Lehrer, Mia Lehrer + Associates 

 
 The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD 

The Board heard from one speaker who provided an overview of Orange County’s Great Park 
Community Farm project.  
 
Speaker: 
 Tom Larson, Dudek 

 
MOTION: Board member Adan Ortega, Jr. moved to have staff draft a letter to the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California to encourage participation within the agricultural education 
and outreach efforts conducted by the Great Park Community Farm project. Board member Karen 
Ross seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(8) AG VISION DISCUSSION 

Board member Karen Ross provided an overview of the California Ag Vision process and discussed 
the meetings held by American Farmland Trust.  
 

 The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(9) OTHER BUSINESS 

Board member Adan Ortega, Jr. announced that the State Board’s Water Subcommittee will have a 
meeting on October 14, 2009 in Fresno to discuss the statewide drought. Dennis Majors of the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California will be invited to discuss the 2-Gates Project. 
 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(10)    COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
There were no public comments. 

  
(11) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:46 p.m.  


