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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: Spreckels Sugar Company    Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 29400 West Whitesbridge Rd/   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Mendota, CA 93640 
  

MEETING MINUTES SEPTEMBER 11, 2012 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a)  The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, September 11, 2012 at approximately 10:25 a.m.  Craig 
McNamara, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Ashley Boren   Donald Bransford  
Kerry Tucker   Nancy Casady   Marvin Meyers   
           
Absent:  
Ben Drake   Miles Reiter   Mike Gallo    
Kiran Black   Sean McNally    Charles Boyer 
Daniel Dooley    Luawanna Hallstrom    

 
(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – August 7, 2012 

No action taken – a quorum was not present. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
In lieu of a departmental update, Secretary Ross called for an observance of the anniversary of September 11, 
2001. In addition, Secretary Ross shared Governor Brown’s proclamation declaring September 11, 2012 as 
Patriot Day. 

 
(5) PANEL DISCUSSION–Meyers Water Bank and Wildlife Project 

The Board heard from four speakers regarding the Meyers Water Bank and Wildlife Project and the role this 
project serves in regards to youth education. 

 
Speakers included: 
 Jason Dean, Meyers Farming 
 Glady Ruiz  and Grave Reeve, Mendota High School staff 
 Alejandro Ortega, Celeste Cabrera, and Jessica Sanchez – Mendota High School students 
 Stephen Block, Fresno County Office of Education. 

 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PANEL DISCUSSION – Improving Ground Water Management 
The Board heard from three speakers concerning ground water management, with a specific emphasis on 
water banking and overdraft. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Sarge Green, California Water Institute 
 Dr. Peter Gleick, The Pacific Institute 
 Tom Glover, Westlands Water District 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Leon Woods, Mendota Biorefinery, commented on the ballot timing for the California water bond. Mr. 
Woods asked the Board and speakers if we have seen the end of public financing for water infrastructure 
projects. 
 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(7) BREAK 
 
(8) PANEL DISCUSSION – Proactively Addressing Water Quality 

The Board heard from four speakers who discussed a variety of water quality issues related to agricultural 
production.  
 
Speakers included: 
 Jennifer Lester Moffitt, Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 Blake Sanden, UC Cooperative Extension 
 Andrew Brown, California Citrus Mutual 
 Ray Veldhuis, Central Valley Dairy Representative Monitoring Program 
 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(9) PANEL DISCUSSION – Strengthening Water Markets (Institutions) 

The Board held a panel discussion with four speakers related to water markets – infrastructure and transfers. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Michael P. Jackson, Bureau of Reclamation – Mid Pacific Region 
 Paula Landis, California Department of Water Resources 
 Cindy Tuck, Association of California Water Agencies 
 Martin McIntyre, San Luis Water District 
 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(10) OTHER BUSINESS 

No further action was taken by the Board. 
 

(11) PUBLIC COMMENT 
One individual provided public comment: 
 
Jim Verboon, farmer, commented on the nitrate issue in California agriculture and asked the Board and 
speakers how the problem is best addressed.  Mr. Verboon indicated that funding is better spent on nitrate 
work at the community level. 
 

(12) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:45 p.m. 
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