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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture   Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street - Main Auditorium    Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
  
  

MEETING MINUTES SEPTEMBER 10, 2013 
 

JOINT MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE  
AND THE CALIFORNIA WATER COMMISSION 

 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, September 10, 2013 at approximately 10:07 a.m., President 
Craig McNamara presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Bryce Lundberg   Joy Sterling 
Ashley Boren    Daniel Dooley   Eric Holst 
Charles Boyer   Nancy Casady   Rodney Taylor    
Ben Drake       
       
Absent:  
Sean McNally   Donald Bransford   Luawanna Hallstrom  
Mike Gallo   Miles Reiter       
               

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – August 6, 2013 
Board member Bryce Lundberg moved to approve the minutes of the August 6th meeting. Board member 
Ashley Boren seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Karen Ross provided a brief update to the Board which included an announcement on California’s 
2012 agricultural production value ($44.7 billion) and the upcoming California trade mission to China and 
Vietnam facilitated by the Fresno Center for International Trade Development.  

 
(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – California Water Situation 

The Board heard a presentation by the California Department of Water Resources concerning the current 
water situation and actions the department is taking to address the situation. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Gary Bardini, Deputy Director, California Department of Water Resources 
 Jeanine Jones, California Department of Water Resources 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.  
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(6) PANEL DISCUSSION – California Water Situation 

The Board conducted a panel discussion with a variety of agricultural and water stakeholders concerning 
their perspectives on California’s water situation and recommended actions.  
 
Speakers included: 
 Randy Record, Association of California Water Agencies 
 Mike Wade, California Farm Water Coalition 
 Chris White, Central California Irrigation District 
 Jason Peltier, Westlands Water District 
 Tim O’Halloran, Yolo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 

 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD– Groundwater and Transfers 
The Board heard from a representative of the State Water Resources Control Board concerning groundwater 
management and water transfers. 
 
Speaker: 
 Victoria Whitney, State Water Resources Control Board 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) BREAK 

 
(9) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Bay Delta Conservation Plan 

The Board heard from a representative of the California Natural Resources Agency concerning the Bay Delta 
Conservation Plan. 
 
Speaker: 
 Karla Nemeth, California Natural Resources Agency 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(10) PANEL DISCUSSION – Agricultural Stakeholders 

The Board conducted a panel discussion with representatives of the agricultural community, focusing on the 
current impacts of drought and recommend policy actions for the future. 

 
Speakers included: 
 Marvin Meyers, Meyers Farming 
 Joe MacIlvaine, Paramount Farms 
 John Sweigard, Merced Irrigation District 
 Kris Beal, Vineyard Team 

 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.  

 
(11) OTHER BUSINESS 

No other business was before the Board. 
 
(12) PUBLIC COMMENT 

The following public comments were provided: 
 
Melinda Terry, North Delta Water Agency, expressed disappointment that a representative of Delta 
agriculture was not included in the board discussion today. In addition, Ms. Terry commented that the Bay 
Delta Conservation Plan would have 48 unavoidable impacts on the Delta. One of the major concerns is 
water supply. During construction of the conveyance system, farms and communities will need to “dewater” 
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for 6-10 years – resulting in a disruption of water access. No wells will be allowed and everyone is on well 
water. Replacement water supplies may not meet demands and this is not quite co-equal. 
 
Charlotte Mitchell, Sacramento County Farm Bureau, also commented on the lack of a Delta representative 
at the meeting. Water is truly a statewide challenge, including the Delta and appropriate interest should be 
provided. 
 
Rogene Reynolds, Delta farmer, read a submitted written letter to the Board (attached).  
 
No further public comments were provided. 
 

(13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:15 p.m. 
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Attachment – A 

Submitted Public Comments 
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