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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 
 

Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture  Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium    Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 4, 2016 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, October 4th at approximately 10:00 a.m.,                               
Executive Director Joshua Eddy presiding.  

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Helene Dillard   Mike Gallo  Ashley Boren    
Don Cameron   Ben Drake   Nancy Casady 
Donald Bransford  Bryce Lundberg     
Eric Holst   Joy Sterling    
    
Absent:  
Miles Reiter   Martha Montoya 
Mary Holz-Clause  Craig McNamara       

       
(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September 6, 2016 

Board member Nancy Casady moved to approve the minutes of the September 6th meeting. Board member 
Ben Drake seconded the motion and a unanimous vote (9-0) carried the motion.  Board member Joy Sterling 
was not present for the vote. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
A departmental update was not provided. 
 

(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Flow Objectives for the San Joaquin River 
The Board heard presentations from representatives from the State Water Resources Control Board and a 
consultant to the California Natural Resources Agency on the proposed update to flow objectives. 
 
Speakers included: 

• Eric Oppenheimer, Stat Water Resources Control Board 
• Richard Roos-Collins, Water and Power Law Group PC 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board 

  
(6) PANEL DISCUSSION – Flow Objectives for the San Joaquin River 

The Board heard from various representatives of water districts, water associations and environmental 
organizations on the proposed update to flow objectives. 
 
Panelists included: 

• Michael Frantz, Turlock Irrigation District/Frantz Wholesale Nursery 
• David Guy, Northern California Water Association 
• Steve Rothert, American Rivers 

 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board 
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(7) PUBLIC COMMENT 

Following the presentations and discussion proposed flow objectives for the San Joaquin River, the Board 
opened the meeting to public comment. Two individuals provided comments. 
 
Mike Wade, Farm Water Coalition, spoke on need to extend the public comment period and the need for 
comprehensive economic studies showing the impact that the proposed flow standards will have on the 
agricultural sector.  Mr. Wade also provided context to the discussion through examples referencing 
Australia’s water management system and current actions by state government in maintaining native fish 
populations.  
 
Patrick Cavanaugh, Agricultural Reporter, commented on the diversity of stakeholders impacted by the 
proposed updated flow standards and the lack of engagement by some stakeholders on these impacts to rural 
communities.  
 
No further comments were provided. Public comment session concluded without formal action of the Board.  
 

(8) BREAK 
 

(9) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Food Safety Modernization Act 
The Board heard presentations from representatives of state/federal government on the implementation of the 
Food Safety Modernization Act. 
 
Speakers included: 

• Jeff Farrar, U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
• Natalie Krout-Greenberg, California Department of Food and Agriculture 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board 

 
(10) PANEL DISCUSSION – Food Safety Modernization Act 

The Board heard presentations from a agricultural organization, consumer advocacy groups and a research 
association concerning the implementation of the Food Safety Modernization Act.  
 
Speakers included: 

• Elisa Odabashian, Consumers Union 
• Bonnie Fernandez-Fenaroli, Center for Produce Safety 
• David Runsten, Community Alliance with Family Farms 

 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board 

 
(11) BOARD DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 

No Other Business was discussed. 
 

(12) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:00 p.m. 
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