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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture   Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street - Main Auditorium    Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
  
  

MEETING MINUTES OCTOBER 8, 2013 
 
 

Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, October 8, 2013 at approximately 10:05 a.m., President 
Craig McNamara presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Bryce Lundberg   Joy Sterling 
Ashley Boren    Miles Reiter   Eric Holst 
Charles Boyer   Nancy Casady   Rodney Taylor    
Ben Drake   Donald Bransford  Luawanna Hallstrom   
Mike Gallo  
       
Absent:  
Sean McNally   Daniel Dooley    
              

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September 10, 2013 
Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the minutes of the September 10th meeting. Board member 
Mike Gallo seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Karen Ross provided a department update which included a report on the California Agricultural 
Trade Mission to China and Vietnam, the release of the California Specialty Crop Climate Change 
Consortium Report, and the Brown Administration’s work in developing a ‘Water Action Plan.’ Further 
updates included an announcement on the release of CDFA’s Ecosystem Services Database and the AB 60 
signing event in Fresno – which enables California to issue driver’s license to undocumented persons. 

 
(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Agricultural Research in California 

The Board heard a presentation by the Jordan College of Agriculture Sciences and Technology, California 
State University, Fresno concerning the history of land-grant universities 
 
Speaker:  
 Charles Boyer, Jordan College of Agricultural Sciences and Technology 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.  
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(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Climate Change Consortium: Research Priorities 
The Board heard a presentation by the California Department of Food and Agriculture concerning 
recommendations within the recently released report Climate Change Consortium for Specialty Crops: 
Impacts and Strategies for Resilience. 

 
Speaker 
 Dr. Amrith Gunasekara, California Department of Food and Agriculture 

 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD– Agriculture and Natural Resources 
The Board heard from a representative of the University of California’s Division of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources concerning the importance of agricultural research in California 
 
Speaker: 
 Barbara Allen-Diaz, University of California – Agriculture and Natural Resources 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) BOARD ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION – Agricultural Research 

The Board conducted a roundtable discussion with representatives from the agricultural community, 
California State University, and University of California systems on agricultural research needs in California. 

 
Speakers included: 
 Chancellor Linda P.B. Katehi, University of California Davis 
 President Jeffrey Armstrong, California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo 
 Paul Wenger, California Farm Bureau Federation 
 Richard Waycott, Almond Board of California 
 Ken Keck, California Citrus Research Board 
 Bonnie Fernandez – Fenaroli, Center for Produce Safety 
 Mary Wadsworth, J.B. Boswell Company 
 
Following opening remarks by panelists, the board adjourned for a session break. 
 

(9) BREAK 
 

(10) BOARD ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION – Continued 
The Board continued its discussion with invited panelist on the issue of agricultural research in California. 
The discussion highlighted the importance of agricultural research and the need for continued industry 
involvement in the research process. 
 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.  

 
(11) OTHER BUSINESS 

The Board briefly discussed 2014 meeting dates, but a final decision was not made. 
 
(12) PUBLIC COMMENT 

The following public comments were provided: 
 
Drue Brown, AgCEL, remarked that the state is going through a long-term planning process on 
transportation and land use. The role of agriculture needs to be included in these discussions along with an 
agricultural delivery system for underserved populations in California. The state has a lot of future 
opportunities and research is a pathway to develop them. 
 
Jean-Marie Peltier, National Grape and Wine Initiative, commented on the roundtable discussion and 
expressed support for all of the research means – basic and applied; public and private – discussed. Ms. 



 Page 3 

Peltier also commented on collaborative research across state lines. In the wine grape sector, as an example, 
research on drought and salinity are important to multiple states. Expressed support for multi-state block 
grants, nutritional research funding and other research areas that benefit the agricultural industry.  

 
No further public comments were provided. 
 

(13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:50 p.m. 
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