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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 
 

Location: Amyris       Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 5885 Hollis Street, Ste 100 (Grand Ballroom)  Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Emeryville, CA 94608 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 31, 2016 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, May 31st at approximately 9:15 a.m.,                               
President Craig McNamara presiding.  

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Martha Montoya  Joy Sterling   Craig McNamara   
Don Cameron   Ben Drake    Nancy Casady 
Bryce Lundberg   Ashley Boren    
Eric Holst   Mike Gallo       
    
Absent:  
Miles Reiter   Donald Bransford  Helene Dillard    

 Mary Holz-Clause 
             

      
(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 3, 2016 

Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the minutes of the May 3rd meeting, as amended to reflect 
proper attendance. Board member Don Cameron seconded the motion and a unanimous vote (10-0) carried 
the motion.  Approval of minutes was delayed until a quorum of members was present.  
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
No departmental update was provided. 

 
(5) WELCOMING REMARKS 

The Board heard brief opening remarks from John Melo, President & Chief Executive Officer of Amyris on 
opportunities concerning genetics for agricultural innovation. 
 
Speaker: 

• John Melo, Amyris 
 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board 
  
(6) PANEL DISCUSSION – Western Growers’ Center for Innovation and Technology 

The Board heard from a representative from Western Growers concerning the organizations Center for 
Innovation and Technology. Other participants included start-up companies participating in the Center for 
Innovation and Technology.  
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Panelists included: 
• Hank Giclas, Western Growers 
• Brandon Udelhofen, TerrAvion 
• Patrick Zelaya, Heavy Connect 
• Nathan Dorn, Food Origins 

 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board 
 

(7) BOARD DISCUSSION 
The Board held an open discussion with representatives from the technology and innovation sector to discuss 
opportunities for further collaboration with the California farmers and ranchers. 
 
Speakers included: 

• Brook Porter, Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers 
• John Stephenson, Amazon 
• John Jefferson, AT&T 
• Jay Keasling, Joint BioEnergy Institute 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board 
 

(8) PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No public comments were provided. 
 

(9) BOARD DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
No other business was discussed. 
 

(10) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:10 p.m. 
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