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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 ‘N’ Street – Main Auditorium  Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
  

MEETING MINUTES FOR MAY 26, 2010 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER 

(a)  The meeting was called to order Wednesday, May 26, 2010, at approximately 10:20 a.m.  Al 
Montna, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President Montna. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Al Montna   Craig McNamara   Marvin Meyers Donald Bransford

 Luawanna Hallstrom  Michael Darnell  Kerry Tucker  
Arlan Van Leeuwen  Daniel Dooley   Ashley Boren   

       
Absent: 
Kiran Black   Adan Ortega, Jr.  David Wehner  
     

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 4, 2010 
Board member Craig McNamara moved to approve the minutes of the May 4th meeting.  Board 
member Donald Bransford seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

In lieu of a departmental update, Secretary Kawamura discussed the potential and opportunities for 
California’s farmers and ranchers to participate within the renewable energy sector. Following 
Secretary Kawamura’s presentation, Secretary Linda Adams, California Environmental Protection 
Agency (Cal/EPA), was invited to provide remarks. 
 
Secretary Adams discussed AB 32, the associated scoping plan, and the Climate Action Reserve (a 
national offsets program).  Secretary Adams further offered to have staff from the Climate Action 
Reserve provide a presentation to the board on the organization and its programs. 

 
(5) AG VISION UPDATE 

Board member Luawanna Hallstrom provided a brief update on the California Agricultural Vision 
2030 project. The Ag Vision Coordinating Committee is expected to present documents to the State 
Board at its June 30 meeting for approval. 
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(6) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD – Energy Options 
The Board heard from five speakers concerning renewable energy technologies and applications 
within the agricultural sector. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Ronald Preston, CleanFlex Power Systems, LLC  
 Chris Ott, ProTech Gcs, Inc. 
 Professor Scott Samuelson, National Fuel Cell Research Center 
 Brent Bostwick, Plas2Fuel Corporation 
 Steve McCorkle, Agricultural Waste Solutions 

 
 The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(7) OTHER BUSINESS 

Board member Marvin Myers was asked to provide a brief update on the water situation in 
Westlands. Currently, the biological opinion on salmon has been waived and a June 15 decision is 
pending for smelt. Board member Marvin Meyers also provided context to a video discussing the 
water situational in California’s Central Valley, shown prior to the Board’s meeting and produced 
by the Pacific Legal Foundation. 

 
(8) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Following the update by Board member Marvin Myers, President Montna allowed for a brief period 
of public comments. Three individuals provided comments: 
 
Mark Holmstedt, Westhoff, Cone & Holmstedt, remarked on debt financing, specifically related to 
gasification projects. Mr. Holmstedt also commented on the discrepancy of biomass regulation in 
agriculture versus other industry sectors.  
 
Paul Martin, Western United Dairymen, remarked on the use of local crops versus imported crops 
for ethanol production – would be helpful in addressing local salinity issues. In regards to 
permitting, economic efficiency has been demonstrated. However, the dairy industry lacks capital to 
invest within this sector. Overall, manure as an input for renewable energy, is an opportunity for the 
dairy industry. 
 
Michael Boccadoro, Dolphin Group, remarked that the extra hurdles for permitting digesters are 
difficult but no impossible. Mr. Boccadoro also wanted to clarify a comment made by one of the 
presenters concerning a company’s debt. In general, we need to focus on the price dairies are 
getting for generating energy from renewable sources. 
 
Public comments concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(9) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD – Early Adopters 
The Board heard from three speakers regarding challenges and opportunities within the renewable 
energy sector: 
 
Speakers included: 
 Russ Lester, Dixon Ridge Farms 
 Casey Houweling, Houwelings Hothouse Group 
 Steve Gill, Gills Onions 

 
 The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(10) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD – Partnerships and Opportunity Investments 
To accommodate time constraints the Board combined the last two panels on the agenda. The Board 
heard from three speakers concerning regional and local partnerships focusing on renewable energy. 
In addition, the Board heard from a venture capital firm regarding investment challenges within the 
agricultural sector. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Pamela Creedon, Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board  
 Cordel Stillman, Sonoma County Water Agency 
 Joe Hudson, One Earth Capital 

 
 The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(11)     OTHER BUSINESS: 
  No other business was discussed by the Board. 
 
(12) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Following the presentation by One Earth Capital, President Montna opened the meeting to public 
comments. Two individuals provide comments: 
 
Tony Horwath, Sun Water Food, remarked on the regulatory challenges of integrating solar power 
with irrigation technology. Mr. Horwath also provided an overview on the capability of solar power 
to meet irrigation energy needs. 
 
Joe Horwath, Sun Water Food, remarked on the lack of a solar representative on the Energy Options 
panel. Mr. Horwath further remarked that tax advantages and subsides are needed to better integrate 
solar technology within the renewable energy portfolio.  
 
Public comments concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:10 p.m.  


