MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC)

Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture Contact: Joshua Eddy, Executive Director
1220 N Street — Main Auditorium Office: (916) 654-0462
Sacramento, CA 95814

MEETING MINUTES MAY 1, 2012

Item
No.
(1) CALL TO ORDER
(@) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, May 1, 2012 at approximately 10:20 a.m. Craig
McNamara, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.
(b) Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara.
(c) Pledge of Allegiance.

(2) ROLL CALL
Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director.

Present:

Craig McNamara Ben Drake Sean McNally
Kerry Tucker Donald Bransford Marvin Meyers
Kiran Black Ashley Boren Nancy Casady
Mike Gallo Charles Boyer Miles Reiter
Luawanna Hallstrom

Absent:

Daniel Dooley

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES - April 3, 2012
Board member Marvin Meyers moved to approve the minutes of the April 3, 2012 meeting. Board
member Ben Drake seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.

4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE
Secretary Ross updated the Board on her participation in the Western United States Agricultural
Trade Association (WUSATA) trade mission to Asia. Secretary Ross had the opportunity to meet
with foreign importers/distributors and trade associations in Singapore and South Korea.

Secretary Ross introduced Dr. Annette Whiteford, California State Veterinarian, who updated the
Board on April 2012 detection of atypical Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) in a
California dairy cow.

Secretary Ross also introduced Dr. Robert Leavitt, CDFA’s Director of Plant Health and Pest

Prevention Programs, who updated the Board on the detection of huanglongbin (HLB) or citrus
greening, in a single lemon/pummelo tree in the Hacienda Heights area of Los Angeles County.
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(6)

(7)

(8)
(9)

(10)

PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD —California High-Speed Rail
The Board heard from one speaker regarding California High-Speed Rail. The presentation
provided an overview of the high-speed rail project and the initial operating section.

Speaker:
= Tom Richards, California High-Speed Rail Authority

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.

PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD - High-Speed Rail Operations
The Board heard from one speaker regarding agricultural renewable energy opportunities connected
to high-speed rail.

Speaker:
= Ted Harris, California Strategies, LLC

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.

PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD - California High-Speed Rail
The Board heard from one speaker concerning the impacts of high-speed rail on California
agriculture and the importance of a “Valley First” approach.

Speaker:
= Peter Weber, California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.
BREAK

PANEL DISCUSSION - Agriculture and Local Communities (Agenda Item Moved)
The Board heard from four speakers focusing on the impact of high-speed rail on agriculture and
local communities.

Speakers included:

= Supervisor Doug Verboon, Kings County Board of Supervisors
= Greg Gatzka, Kings County Community Development Agency
= Edward Thompson, Jr., American Farmland Trust

= Holly King, Wasco-Shafter Agricultural Group

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.
PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD- Impact on Agriculture (Agenda Item Moved)
The Board heard from one speaker representing the California Farm Bureau Federation concerning

the impact of high-speed rail on California agriculture.

Speaker:
= Richard Matteis, California Farm Bureau Federation

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.
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(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

OPEN FORUM - Public Comments
The Board opened the meeting to public comments concerning California High-Speed Rail. Three
individuals provided formal comments.

Diana Peck, Kings County Farm Bureau, commented on the need to have a proper contact at the
California High-Speed Rail Authority to respond to agricultural concerns related to compensation,
implementation, and other issues related to the impact of high-speed rail on agriculture.

John Tos, Tos Farms, commented that high-speed rail will completely disrupt his ability to farm.
Tos Farms will be bisected by the HSR project, creating a variety of issues that will make farming
on the property unmanageable.

Aaron Fukuda, Citizens for High Speed Rail Accountability, commented that HSR is impacting
more than 550 parcels in Kings County. Mr. Fukuda provided several recommendations concerning
HSR to the Board. Comments from Mr. Fukuda also reflected the inability to get answers to
questions from the California High-Speed Rail Authority and that a lack of communication still
exists.

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.

OTHER BUSINESS
The following business was conducted:

California Food Bank Donations

Sue Sigler, California Association of Food Banks, provided an update concerning food bank
donations and the Boards commitment to double food bank donations within 5 years. Ms. Sigler
reported that food bank donations are currently up by 20 percent to 120 million pounds. Ms Sigler
also discussed an initiative - “Invest and Acre” supported by Feeding America, the Howard G.
Buffett Foundation and ADM which engages U.S. farmers in helping to provide food to their
neighbors.

California High-Speed Rail:

The Board held a discussion on high-speed rail and determined that action should be taken based on
testimony and presentations on the issue. At the direction of Secretary Ross and President
McNamara a committee was appointed to draft a letter to the California High-Speed Rail Authority
for Board consideration. The committee will consist of the following board members: Marvin
Meyers, Ashley Boren, Mike Gallo and Sean McNally. A public meeting of the committee is
planned for mid-May.

PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comments were provided.

CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:30p.m.
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