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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium  Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
  

MEETING MINUTES JUNE 5, 2012 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a)  The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, June 5, 2012 at approximately 10:07 a.m.  Craig 
McNamara, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 

Craig McNamara  Ben Drake   Sean McNally  
Present: 

Kerry Tucker   Luawanna Hallstrom  Marvin Meyers 
Kiran Black   Daniel Dooley   Nancy Casady 
Mike Gallo   Charles Boyer   Miles Reiter  
      
 
Absent:

 Donald Bransford  Ashley Boren   
  

     
 
(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 1, 2012 

Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the minutes of the May 1, 2012 meeting.  Board 
member Kiran Black seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Ross updated the Board on the current status of huanglongbin (HLB) detections in 
southern California. To date, only one detection has occurred in Hacienda Heights area of Los 
Angeles County. Secretary Ross also commented on the great working partnership between USDA 
and CDFA in relation to the atypical Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) detection in April.   
 
Other updates included the potential opening of the Farm-to-Fork office in July, as part of the 
Health in All Policies Task Force Implementation Plan and the Secretary Ross’ upcoming 
participation in the California State Trade Export Promotion Trade Mission to China and Korea. 
 
Secretary Ross also updated the Board on the $2.5 million in budgetary cuts included within the 
Governor’s May revise. CDFA is currently working to determine how the cuts will be implemented. 
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(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD –California & International Trade 
The Board heard from one speaker regarding California’s future in regards to international trade. 
The presentation provided an overview of Governor’s Office of Business and Economic 
Development, the recent MOU with the Jiangsu Province in China, and information concerning 
California’s foreign trade and investment offices. 

 
Speaker: 
 Brook Taylor, Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – California Agricultural & International Trade 

The Board heard from one speaker regarding international trends and opportunities for California 
agriculture. 
  
Speaker: 
 Joshua Eddy, California Department of Food and Agriculture 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – State Board Roles and Responsibilities 

The Board heard from one speaker who provided an overview of the California State Board of Food 
and Agriculture’s legal role and responsibilities of individual board members. 
 
Speaker: 
 Crystal D’Souza, California  Department of Food and Agriculture 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(8) BREAK 
 

(9) BOARD DISCUSSION 
The Board held informal discussion on a variety topics including: 
 
 California Agricultural Vision 
 Policy Issues (Water and High-Speed Rail) 
 Future Meeting Topics 
 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.  

 
(10) OTHER BUSINESS 

The following business was conducted: 
 

A draft letter prepared by the Board’s High-Speed Rail Subcommittee was considered and approved 
by the Board for distribution.  

California High-Speed Rail: 

 
MOTION: Board member Marvin Meyers moved that the draft letter concerning high-speed rail be 
approved and distributed. Board member Nancy Casady seconded the motion and a unanimous vote 
carried the motion. 
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Board member Luawanna Hallstrom updated the board on national labor discussions and farm 
worker shortages currently occurring within the agricultural sector. Other board members also 
reported difficulty in finding agricultural labor for the upcoming harvest season. As result of 
discussion and the immediate need for assistance in finding farm labor, a subcommittee was 
appointed to address this issue. 

Labor Subcommittee: 

 
MOTION: Board member Kiran Black moved that a Labor Subcommittee be created to develop 
and approve a letter on the Board’s behalf to Secretary Ross concerning the labor shortages and 
immigration issues. The subcommittee is to consist of: Kiran Black, Luawanna Hallstrom, Sean 
McNally, and Miles Reiter.  Board member Sean McNally seconded the motion and a unanimous 
vote carried the motion. 
 

In reviewing the upcoming meeting calendar, the board determined that because of the September 
3rd holiday the September 4th meeting date should be moved to Tuesday, September 11, 2012.  

Board Meeting Date: 

 
MOTION: Board member Sean McNally moved that the September 3rd meeting date be moved to 
September 11, 2012. Board member Ben Drake seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried 
the motion. 

 
(11) PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comments were provided. 
 

(12) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:45p.m. 
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