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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 9584 
  

MEETING MINUTES JUNE 4, 2013 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a)  The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, June 4, 2013 at approximately 10:10 a.m.  Craig 
McNamara, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Miles Reiter   Bryce Lundberg 
Nancy Casady   Donald Bransford  Luawanna Hallstrom   
Mike Gallo   Rodney Taylor   Ben Drake     
Kiran Black    Daniel Dooley    Eric Holst   
 
Absent:  
Ashley Boren    Charles Boyer    Sean McNally  
             

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 7, 2013 
Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the minutes of the May 7th meeting. Board member Rodney 
Taylor seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Ross provided a brief update to the Board which included a discussion about the opening of fair 
season, the upcoming meeting of the California Food Policy Council, and the dairy hearing scheduled for 
May 20, 2013. 
 

(5) PANEL DISCUSSION– Beginning Farmer and Rancher Programs 
The Board had a discussion on beginning farmer and rancher programs. Issues included an overview of 
current programs, resource challenges, and opportunities for future growth. 
 
Panelist included: 
 Mary Kimball, Center for Land-Based Learning 
 Jennifer Taylor, California Farm Academy 
 Nathan Harkleroad, Agriculture and Land Based Training Association 

 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.  

 
(6) BOARD DISCUSSION – Beginning Farmers and Ranchers 

The Board had a discussion with beginning farmers and ranchers on training programs, their experiences, and 
current opportunities/challenges within the agricultural sector. 
 
Panelists included: 
 Jon & Joy Lee, Farm Academy 
 Ophelia Wilson, Farm Academy 
 Janet Maleski, ALBA 
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 Javier Zamora, ALBA 
 Lauren Huftill, Farm Academy 

  
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(7) BREAK 
 

(8) PANEL DISCUSSION – Veteran Programs 
The Board heard from state government and non-profit organization representatives concerning programs 
that assist veterans in the agricultural sector  

 
Speakers included 
 Michael Wells, Undersecretary, California Department of Veterans Affairs 
 Michael O’Gorman, Farmer Veteran Coalition 
 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.  

 
(9) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – California FFA 

The Board had a presentation by the California FFA Association which provided an overview of the 
statewide agricultural education program. 
 
Speaker: 
 Josiah Mayfield, California FFA Association 
 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(10)  BOARD DISCUSSION– California FFA 

The Board had a discussion with current and former California FFA officers on their agricultural education 
experience with FFA.  
 
Panelists included: 
 Hannah Garrett, FFA 
 Leah Gibson, FFA 
 Gage Wiley, FFA 

 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(11) OTHER BUSINESS 
Following the discussions, the Board addressed the following issue: 
 
California High Speed Rail 
MOTION:  Board member Dan Dooley moved that the draft letter to the California High Speed Rail 
Authority (requested at the May 7th meeting) be approved by the Board. Board member Don Bransford 
seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

 No further action was taken by the Board. 
 
(12) PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comments were provided. 
 

(13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:00 p.m. 
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