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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 
 

Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture   Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium    Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 5, 2016 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, July 5th at approximately 10:00 a.m.,                               
President Craig McNamara presiding.  

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Martha Montoya  Craig McNamara  Mary Holz-Clause 
Don Cameron   Ben Drake    Donald Bransford 
Ashley Boren    Helene Dillard   Eric Holst 
         
Absent:  
Miles Reiter   Bryce Lundberg   Mike Gallo    

 Nancy Casady    Joy Sterling 
             

      
(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 31, 2016 & June 1, 2016 

Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the minutes of the May 31st and June 1st meetings. Board 
member Don Cameron seconded the motion and a unanimous vote (9-0) carried the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

Secretary Karen Ross provided a brief update to the Board. The update included an overview of the Climate 
Smart Agricultural Policy Mission to Israel. The Secretary also announced the retirement of Rick Jensen, 
CDFA’s Director of Inspection Services Division after more than 40 years of service with the department.  
Natalie Krout-Greenberg has accepted the position as division director and will serve as his replacement. 

 
(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Congressional Update (Farm Bill 2018) 

The Board heard a presentation from the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture on the 
complexity of issues framing the upcoming farm bill discussions.   
 
Speaker: 

• Nathan Bowen, National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (via Skype) 
 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board 
  
(6) PANEL DISCUSSION – California Farm Bill Priorities 

The Board heard presentations from representatives of farm organizations and stakeholder groups concerning 
priorities for the 2018 Farm Bill.  
 
Speakers included: 

• Rich Hudgins, California Canning Peach Association 
• Josh Rolph, California Farm Bureau Federation 
• Anja Raudabaugh, Western United Dairymen 
• Cathy Fisher, California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association 
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The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board 
 
 

(7) BREAK 
 

(8) PANEL DISCUSSION – California Farm Bill Priorities 
The Board also heard presentations from environmental and academic stakeholders on farm bill priorities. 

 
Speakers included: 

• Glenda Humiston, University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources 
• Eric Holst, Environmental Defense Fund 
• Jeanne Merrill, California Climate and Agriculture Network 
• Ed Komski, California State Grange 
 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board 
 

(9) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Water Policy Update 
Following the Board’s continued involvement with water policy issues the Board heard an update from the 
Administration on water policy issues and drought conditions. 
 
Speaker 

• Karla Nemeth, California Natural Resources Agency 
 

The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board 
 
(10) PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Two individuals provided public comment: 
 
Katerina Robinson, EEC, spoke in regards to the Marin Carbon Project and the need to leverage funding 
within the EQIP program. The ability to add whole farm planning for carbon sequestration would be critical 
in helping to fight climate change. 
 
Jose Perez, Latino Journal, commented on the need to have better collaboration on these issues with in the 
Latino community and how best we can conduct outreach on programs and services. Mr. Perez also spoke on 
the Public Utilities Commission and the need for the organization to address rural issues, specifically as it 
impacts the Latino community. 

 
No further public comments were provided. 
 

(11) BOARD DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
No further items were discussed. 
 

(12) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:50 p.m. 
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