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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 

Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 

 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium  Office:  (916) 654-0462 

 Sacramento, CA 95814 

  

MEETING MINUTES JULY 10, 2012 

 

Item 

No. 

(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a)  The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at approximately 10:15 a.m.  Craig 

McNamara, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara. 

(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

(2) ROLL CALL 
Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 

Present: 

Craig McNamara  Ben Drake   Donald Bransford  

Kerry Tucker   Nancy Casady   Marvin Meyers 

Ashley Boren   Daniel Dooley    

      
      

Absent:  

 Mike Gallo   Kiran Black   Sean McNally 

Charles Boyer   Miles Reiter   Luawanna Hallstrom  
 

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – June 5, 2012 

Board member Dan Dooley moved to approve the minutes of the June 5, 2012 meeting.  Board 

member Ben Drake seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

Secretary Ross updated the Board on several items including: budgetary cuts; Farm-to-Fork office; 

High-Speed Rail meetings; progress on Ad-hoc working groups (Direct Marketing, Small Herd 

Dairy); invasive species actions; and the department’s recent participation in the California State 

Trade Export Promotion Trade Mission to Asia. 

 

(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD –Williamson Act and Farmland Mapping 

The Board heard from one speaker regarding farmland preservation and mapping programs within 

the state.  

 

Speaker: 

 John Lowrie, California Department of Conservation 

 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Williamson Act and Agriculture 

The Board heard from a representative from the California Farm Bureau Federation discussing 

challenges and opportunities related to the Williamson Act. 

  

Speaker: 

 John Gamper, California Farm Bureau Federation 

 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 

(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Preserving Ag Land & Ag Vision 

The Board heard from one speaker who discussed agricultural land preservation efforts at the local 

and state level and the work of the Ag Vision Advisory Committee on the issue. 

 

Speaker: 

 Edward Thompson, Jr., American Farmland Trust 

 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 

(8) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Harvesting Clean Energy 

The Board heard from the Bank of America Climate Change Research Fellow who discussed a 

policy paper concerning the placement of renewable energy technology on agricultural lands. 

 

Speaker: 

 Ethan Elkind, University of California, Berkeley and Los Angeles, School of Law 

 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 

(9) BREAK 

 

(10) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD –Strategic Growth Council 

The Board heard from one speaker who discussed the goals and mission of California’s Strategic 

Growth Council.   

 

Speaker: 

 Heather Fargo, Strategic Growth Council 

 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 

(11) PANEL DISCUSSION –Preserving Agricultural Land 

The Board held a panel discussion with three speakers represents agriculture, Resource 

Conservation Districts, and local government agencies in regards to agricultural land preservation. 

 

Speakers included: 

 Billy Gatlin, California Cattlemen’s Association 

 Karen Buhr, California Association of Resource Conservation Districts 

 William Chiat, California Association of Local Agency Formation Commissions 

 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(12) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD 
The Board heard from one speaker who discussed cropland mapping and modeling connected to the 

Sacramento region’s Rural-Urban Strategy. 

 

Speaker: 

 David Shabazian, Sacramento Area Council of Governments 

 

The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.  

 

(13) OTHER BUSINESS 

The board discussed the following items: 

 

 Labor Letter to Secretary Ross (June 2012) 

 August Board Meeting 

 

The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.  

 

(14) PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comments were provided. 

 

(15) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:00 p.m. 


