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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 
 

Location: California Farm Bureau Federation Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 2300 River Plaza Drive – 1st Floor Conference Rm. Phone: (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95833 
  

MEETING MINUTES FOR JULY 22, 2009 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER 

(a)  The meeting was called to order Wednesday, July 22, at approximately 9:09 a.m.  Al Montna, 
President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President Montna. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Al Montna   Marvin Meyers  Ashley Boren   

 Craig McNamara  Karen Ross   Kerry Tucker  
Arlan Van Leeuwen  Adan Ortega, Jr.  Luawanna Hallstrom 
   
   
Absent: 
Daniel Dooley   David Wehner   Michael Darnell 
Donald Bransford  Thomas Deardorff II  Donald Valpredo 
             

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – June 24, 2009 
 

MOTION: Board member Ashley Boren moved to approve the minutes of the June 24, 2009 
meeting.  Board member Marvin Meyers seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the 
motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

Secretary Kawamura provided a departmental update to the Board. Topics included: state budget, 
economic situation and the California Agricultural Vision.  
 

(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD 
The Board heard from one speaker regarding a comprehensive settlement agreement on fisheries 
flows and water rights on the Lower Yuba River. 
Speaker: 
 Curt Aikens, Yuba County Water Agency 

 
MOTION: Board member Marvin Meyers moved to have staff develop and send a letter of 
support, on behalf of the Board, for the Yuba County Water Agency in regards to the Governor’s 
Environmental and Economic Leadership Award (GEELA Award). Board member Ashley Boren 
seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
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(6) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD 

The Board heard from seven speakers who provided an overview of the California Department of 
Food and Agriculture’s programs and services. 
Speakers included: 
 Dr. Annette Whiteford, Animal Health and Food Safety Services 
 Michael Treacy, Fairs and Exposition 
 Nirmal Saini, Inspection Services 
 Kevin Masuhara, Marketing Services 
 Ed Williams, Measurement Standards 
 Bob Wynn, Pierce’s Disease Control Program 
 John Connell, Plant Health and Pest Prevention Services 

 
 The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 
(7) DEPARTMENTAL BUDGET OVERVIEW 

The Board heard from two speakers regarding the California Department of Food and Agriculture’s 
proposed budget for the 2009-2010 fiscal year. 
Speakers included: 
 Will Brown, Undersecretary, California Department of Food and Agriculture 
 George Deese, Deputy Secretary, California Department of Food and Agriculture 

 
The overview concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(8) PANEL DISCUSSUION 
The Board conducted a panel discussion focusing on the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture’s programs and services. 
Speaker included: 
 Dennis Albiani, California Advocates, Inc. 
 Emily (Robidart) Rooney, Agricultural Council of California 
 Dale Stern, Stern, Van Vleck & McCarron   

 
MOTION: Board member Adan Ortega, Jr., moved to have staff develop and send a letter to 
Secretary Kawamura, California Department of Food and Agriculture, on the budget situation and 
the need for the department to protect top programs and services. Board member Craig McNamara 
seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

(9) OTHER BUSINESS 
The Board discussed the need to conduct a regulatory follow-up meeting as well as the scheduling 
of the California Agricultural Vision public listening sessions.  

 
(10)    COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

The Board received the following public comments: 
 
Nirmal Saini, general public, informed the Board that the public has a lack of understanding on food 
safety. This is one of the challenges the department and the agricultural sector have in regards to 
regulation and public support. 

  
(11) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:25 p.m.  


