MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC)

Location:  CA Department of Food and Agriculture Contact: Joshua Eddy, Executive Director
1220 N Street - Main Auditorium Office: (916) 654-0462
Sacramento, CA 95814

MEETING MINUTES JANUARY 7, 2014

Item
No.
1) CALL TO ORDER
(a) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, January 7, 2014 at approximately 10:05 a.m., President
Craig McNamara presiding.
(b) Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara
(c) Pledge of Allegiance.

(2 ROLL CALL
Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director.

Present:

Craig McNamara Bryce Lundberg Joy Sterling

Ashley Boren Miles Reiter Eric Holst

Daniel Dooley Nancy Casady Rodney Taylor

Ben Drake Donald Bransford Luawanna Hallstrom
Mike Gallo

Absent:

Sean McNally Charles Boyer

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES - December 10, 2013
Board member Nancy Casady moved to approve the minutes of the December 10" meeting. Board member
Eric Holst seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.

4) INTRODUCTIONS
President McNamara welcomed two members of the Brown Administration who joined the Board to hear
testimony of invited speakers
= Felicia Marcus, Chair — State Water Resources Control Board
= Mark Cowin, Director — California Department of Water Resources

(5) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE
Secretary Karen Ross provided a brief departmental update which highlighted the planned release of the
California budget on January 10"

(6) PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD - Water Update/Transfers
The Board heard presentations by federal and state water officials concerning the State water situation and
transfer status.

Speakers, included:

= Bill Croyle, California Department of Water Resources

=  Tom Howard, State Water Resources Control Board

= Paul Fujitani, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Mid - Pacific Region

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.
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(7)

(8)

(9)
(10)

(11)

(12)

PANEL DISCUSSION -Water Transfers
The Board heard presentations from representations of the Northern California Water Association, Westlands
Water District, and the Fresno Irrigation District.

Speakers included:

= David Guy, Northern California Water District
= Jason Peltier, Westlands Water District

= Gary Serrato, Fresno Irrigation District

The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Following the Panel Discussion, the Board allowed an opportunity for public comment. One individual
provided comments.

Anecita Agustinze, Tribal Policy Advisor for California Department of Water Resources, commented on the
role that tribal governments can have in declaring a disaster and those tribal governments can issue a disaster
declaration for their tribal area.

BREAK

PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD - USDA Drought Programs
The Board heard presentations from federal governmental representatives concerning federal programs
offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Speakers included:

= Luana Kiger, Natural Resources Conservation Service
= Navdeep Dhillon, Farm Service Agency

= Robert Tse, Rural Development Agency

The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.

PRESENTATIONS TO THE BOARD - Water Storage
The Board heard presentations from agricultural stakeholders concerning water storage perspectives and
issues.

Speakers included:
= Randy Fiorini, Delta Stewardship Council
= Thaddeus Bettner, Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District

The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.

OTHER BUSINESS

The Board discussed current water conditions and challenges associated with water supply and transfers. The
Board expressed a need for further action to help facilitate the movement of water throughout the state and
how a drought declaration would allow greater flexibility by water agencies to help address current
conditions. Based on provided testimony and discussion, the Board made the following motions.

MOTION: Board member Nancy Casady moved that the Board authorize President McNamara to submit a
comment letter, on behalf of the Board, to the Drought Task Force providing information and
recommendations from the meeting. Board member Bryce Lundberg seconded the motion and a unanimous
vote carried the motion.
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(13)

(14)

MOTION: Board member Ben Drake moved that the Board authorize President McNamara to submit a

comment letter, on behalf of the Board, to Secretary Ross recommending additional outreach efforts that
CDFA could be undertaking to address extreme dry conditions. Board member Joy Sterling seconded the
motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.

PUBLIC COMMENT
One individual provided public comment:

Craig Dremann, Redwood City Seed Company, provided a list of Drought Task Force recommendations that
included: California presence with the U.S. Drought Monitor reporting system; an alternate strategy for the
Delta tunnels; examination of the impact of rangeland on perennial grasses; strategies for small water
systems/sheds; and other issues.

CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:20 p.m.
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