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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 9584 
  

MEETING MINUTES JANUARY 8, 2013 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a)  The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, January 8, 2013 at approximately 10:05 a.m.  Craig 
McNamara, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Ashley Boren   Donald Bransford 
Eric Holst   Nancy Casady   Luawanna Hallstrom    
Mike Gallo   Miles Reiter   Marvin Meyers   

 Ben Drake    Kiran Black    Daniel Dooley  
Rodney Taylor  
 
Absent:  
Sean McNally   Charles Boyer  
 

(3) OPENING REMARKS 
President McNamara welcomed two new additions the Board - Mr. Rodney Taylor (Riverside Unified 
School District) and Eric Holst (Environmental Defense Fund). As public members, Mr. Taylor will 
represent consumer interests and Mr. Holst will represent environmental interests. 
 
The Board also honored Mr. Kerry Tucker for his service on the California State Board of Food and 
Agriculture.  
             

(4) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – December 4, 2012 
Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the minutes of the December 4th meeting. Board member Nancy 
Casady seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

(5) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Ross provided an update to the Board which included information on recent Asian Citrus Psyllid 
activities in Tulare and Ventura counties. The secretary also mentioned that the USDA has declared four 
counties (Santa Clara, Nevada, Santa Cruz and parts of Sonoma) free from European Grapevine Moth. The 
secretary also updated the Board on the recent dairy price hearing, work on agricultural labor issues, and 
discussions with the California High Speed Rail Authority.  

 
(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Regulatory Assistance 

The Board heard from representatives of the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development 
(Go-Biz) concerning regulatory issues for California businesses and the services provided by the office.  

 
Speakers included: 
 Kish Rajan, Director, Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development 
 Paul Martin, Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development 
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The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.  
 
 
(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD –Ag Regulatory Overview 

The Board heard from a representative of the California Roundtable on Agriculture and the Environment 
(CRAE) concerning the organization’s work and analysis on agricultural regulations.  
 
Speaker: 
 Serena Coltrane-Briscoe, Ag Innovations Network 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.  

 
(8) PANEL DISCUSSION – Regulatory Coordination 

The Board heard from representatives of Sustainable Conservation and the California Department of Food 
and Agriculture on permit coordination and regulatory alignment in connection to agricultural conservation 
and renewable energy projects. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Sandra Schubert, Undersecretary, California Department of Food and Agriculture 
 Ashley Boren, Sustainable Conservation 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(9) BREAK 

 
(10) PANEL DISCUSSION – Irrigated Lands Regulatory Programs/Agricultural Orders 

The Board heard from representatives of regional water boards and a grower coalition concerning recent 
agricultural orders related to water discharges in the Central Valley and Central Coast. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Ken Harris, Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 Ken Landau, Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 Parry Klassen, East San Joaquin Water Quality Coalition 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Two individuals provided public comment following the panel discussion: 
 
Mr. Danny Merkley, California Farm Bureau Federation, commented that the process on the Central Coast 
had created significant mistrust between the agricultural industry and the regional water board. Mr. Merkley 
also commented that a tremendous lack of understanding on issues (point source and non-point source) has 
created a costly process for Central Coast agricultural. Mr. Merkley concluded his remarks by indicating that 
the presentation provided by the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board does not provide a 
clear picture of what is occurring in region. 
 
Mr. Steve Schaffer, American Farmland Trust, asked the panel about the effectiveness of using Proposition 
84 funding in addressing some of the issues discussed. Mr. Schaffer further inquired about the availability of 
public funding for grower education/compliance assistance associated with the agricultural orders. 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(11) BOARD DISCUSSION 
The Board discussed its initiative to double farm donations to food banks by 2015. Board member Kiran 
Black volunteered to assume leadership of the initiative, replacing Mr. Kerry Tucker whose term on the 
board had concluded.  Discussion issues included – outreach to agricultural boards/commissions, media 
outreach, and personal efforts by Board members. 
 

(12) OTHER BUSINESS 
No further issues were discussed. 

 
(13) PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comment was provided. 
 
(14) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:10 p.m. 


