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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 ‘N’ Street – Main Auditorium  Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
  

MEETING MINUTES FOR DECEMBER 16, 2010 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER 

(a)  The meeting was called to order Wednesday, December 16, 2010, at approximately 10:00 a.m.  
Al Montna, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President Montna. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Al Montna   Arlan Van Leeuwen  Luawanna Hallstrom   
Michael Darnell  Kerry Tucker   Kiran Black    
Ashley Boren   Adan Ortega, Jr.   Craig McNamara 
David Wehner   Ben Drake    Marvin Meyers  

 Sean McNally       
 
Absent:  
Donald Bransford    Daniel Dooley 
     

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 17, 2010 
Board member Michael Darnell moved to approve the minutes of the November 17, 2010 meeting.  
Board member Craig McNamara seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 

Secretary A.G. Kawamura provided a departmental update to the Board. Topics included: Staffing 
changes at CDFA and the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP16) held in Cancun, 
Mexico.   

 
(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Environmental Regulations 

The Board heard a presentation from the California Roundtable on Agriculture and the Environment 
(CRAE) concerning regulatory obstacles to environmental restoration projects.   
The presentation included an overview of the CRAE’s recent publication, “Permitting Restoration” 
and various case studies on environmental restoration projects.  
 
Speaker: 
 Katy Mamen, California Roundtable on Agriculture and the Environment 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Permit Coordination Programs 

The Board heard from Sustainable Conservation on the organization’s work to coordinate 
programmatic permitting for voluntary restoration projects. These projects focus on restoration 
efforts that include voluntary environmental protection measures. 
 
Speaker: 
 Ashley Boren, Sustainable Conservation 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Social Media/Leadership 

The Board heard from students within the Agriculture Education & Communication Department at 
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo concerning leadership roles/social media.  
 
Speakers included: 
 Scott Vernon, California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo 
 Agriculture Education & Communication students 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) OTHER BUSINESS 

The Board discussed two item of business concerning Subcommittee activities. 
 
 Water Subcommittee White Paper 

Board member Adan Ortega, Jr., Chair of the Water Subcommittee, presented a white paper for 
Board consideration concerning agricultural conservation and efficiency (south of the Delta). The 
white paper urges specific actions related to the California Agricultural Vision. 
 
MOTION: Board member Craig McNamara moved that the white paper be approved by the Board 
for further action. Board member Sean McNally seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried 
the motion. 
 
 Ag Vision Letter 

President Al Montna reported that the Board received a letter from agricultural representatives 
concerned with recommendations within the California Agricultural Vision report. President 
Montna advised that American Farmland Trust’s Ag Vision Advisory Committee meet with the 
representatives to discuss.  
 
 Farmers Feeding The Hungry Subcommittee 

Board member Kerry Tucker, Chair of the Farmers Feeding the Hungry Subcommittee reported that 
he is working with the California Association of Food Banks to assist in identifying priorities and 
planning next steps for Subcommittee action. 

 
(9) PUBLIC COMMENT 

There were no public comments. 
  
(10) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:20 p.m. 
 


