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SGMA and Sustainable Water Management 







Drought Fundamentals 

Revealed Fundamental Weaknesses 

Easy Distractions 

Revealed priorities 

 Safe Drinking Water  

 Better Water Markets 

 Infrastructure Investment (diversification, efficiency, storage) 

 Globally competitive Ag Sector 

 



Integrated Water Management 





Key Dates   

 

 

 

 

  

Time Action Who  

January 2016 Final Basin Boundary regulations  
 

DWR 

June 2016 Final GSP regulations  DWR 

June 2017 Notice to DWR on GSA Formation Local agencies 

January 
2020/2022 

GSPs submitted to DWR 
management  

Local GSAs 

20-year 
implementation  

GSP implementation and achieve 
sustainability goal 

Local GSAs 



SGMA – Governance 

Who can be a GSA? 

Boundaries – Bulletin 118 (with modifications) 

Multiple GSAs allowed in each basin 

Exemptions  

 Alternative Process 

 Adjudicated basins 

 

 



1. Identify your basins 

2. Identify and work with local agencies 

3. Understand your basin and available resources 

4. Identify and involve interested stakeholders 

5. Evaluate SGMA authorities & roles  

6. Evaluate and propose governance model 

GSA Formation   



  Identify & Work with Local Agencies   

Vina 
 Butte & Tehama Counties 

 City of Chico 

West Butte 
 Butte, Glenn & Colusa Counties 

 Water Districts 

East Butte 
 Butte & Sutter Counties 

 Water Districts 

 Municipalities 

North Yuba 
 Butte & Yuba Counties 

 Water Districts 

 Cities of Oroville & Marysville 

 



Custom Layout SGMA Groundwater Basins 



Three basic models/approaches:  

 Single/centralized 

 Distributed/multiple 

 Hybrid/combination  

 

  

  

  Evaluate Governance Models 



Centralized GSA 

Covers entire basin 

Assumes all authorities and responsibilities 

Members can include all local agencies 

Possible Examples – Special Act Districts or 

counties that cover the basin 

Single GSA 



Distributed GSA 

 

Multiple  
Agency GSA 

 

City  
GSA 

 

County  
GSA  

 

Single 
Water Dist. 

GSA 

Each GSA assumes all responsibilities for its service area 

Coordination Agreement required if multiple GSPs 

Possible Examples: Butte County basins, Sacramento 

region, Stanislaus County basins 

Coordination Agreement/MOU 



Hybrid/Combination GSA model 

 

Multiple  
Agency GSA 

City  
GSA 

County  
GSA  

Single 
Water Dist. 

GSA 

Centralized GSA: assumes responsibilities for entire basin 

Multiple GSAs: assume remaining responsibilities for own 

jurisdictions 

Possible example: Kern Basin 

Centralized 
GSA 



Integrated Water Management 


