MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC)

Location:  California Department of Food and Agriculture  Contact: Joshua Eddy, Executive Director
1220 N Street — Main Auditorium Office: (916) 654-0462
Sacramento, CA 9584

MEETING MINUTES MAY 7, 2013

Item
No.
(1) CALL TO ORDER
(a) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, May 7, 2013 at approximately 10:10 a.m. Craig
McNamara, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.
(b) Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara.
(c) Pledge of Allegiance.

(2) ROLL CALL
Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director.

Present:

Craig McNamara Ashley Boren Bryce Lundberg
Nancy Casady Donald Bransford Luawanna Hallstrom
Mike Gallo Rodney Taylor Ben Drake

Kiran Black Charles Boyer

Absent:

Sean McNally Daniel Dooley Miles Reiter

Eric Holst

3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES - April 2, 2013
Board member Nancy Casady moved to approve the minutes of the April 2™ meeting. Board member Ben
Drake seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.

4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE
Secretary Ross provided a brief update to the Board which included: an overview of the Governor’s trade
mission to China; involvement in the process to select a new Dean for the College of Agricultural and
Environmental Sciences at U.C. Davis; an Asian citrus psyllid update; ongoing discussion with California
Department of Fish and Game concerning aquaculture; and an update on a roundtable forum on farm worker
housing and transportation scheduled for May 8, 2013. Secretary Ross also congratulated Board member
Miles Reiter for participating in a White House event with business leaders and President Obama.

5) PANEL DISCUSSION- Water: Agricultural Transfers & Exchanges
The Board had a discussion on agricultural water transfers and exchanges. Issues covered included an update
on current water conditions, needed reforms to the transfer process, and the importance of having a transfer
process in place for wet and dry years.

Panelist included:

= Gary Bardini, California Department of Water Resources
= David Guy, Northern California Water Association

= Jason Peltier, Westlands Water District

The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.
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(6)

(7)

(8)
(9)

PANEL DISCUSSION - High-Speed Rail

The Board had a discussion on high-speed rail and the California High-Speed Rail Authority’s engagement
with the agricultural community. Issues covered included an overview of the high-speed rail process and
current activities; an update by agricultural groups concerning the issues; and the need to assist local
governments with planning to protect agricultural land from future developments associated with high-speed
rail in local communities.

Panelists included:

» Dan Richard, California High-Speed Rail Authority
» Holly King, Wasco-Shafter Agricultural Group

» Anja Raudabaugh, Madera County Farm Bureau

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank Oliveria, Citizens for California High Speed Rail Accountability (CCHSRA), commented that the
panel did not include representatives from Kings or Tulare County — other agricultural communities
impacted by high-speed rail. Further, Mr. Oliveria commented that the 1-5 corridor has not been studied as an
option for HSR since 1996 and that data to eliminate the I-5corridor option for HSR was not fairly
considered. Mr. Oliveria concluded by stating that HSR needs to be linked to the state rail plan and that HSR
is not working with agriculture and communities in all counties — especially Kings County.

Aaron Fukuda, CCHSRA, commented on agricultural land mitigation and that you can’t save agricultural
land without water. How HSR impacts the farming community, as well as transportation for farming
communities, is something that we need to get answers to. Is HSR the best for the Central Valley or not.
CDFA needs to get this information answered before the project goes forward.

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board.

PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD - National Agricultural Statistics Service
The Board heard from a representative of the U.S. Department of Agriculture concerning state level
agricultural statistics and pending budgetary reductions as part of federal sequestration.

Speaker:
= Victor Tolomeo, USDA National Agricultural Statistic Service

The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.
BREAK

PANEL DISCUSSION - Agricultural Workforce & Immigration

The Board had a discussion on agricultural workforce and immigration issues in the context of federal
immigration reform. Issues covered included a federal legislative update on the reform package, details
concerning the agricultural provision within the bill, and continuing challenges impacting the agricultural
workforces — housing and transportation.

Panelists included:

= Craig Regelbrugge, Agricultural Coalition for Immigration Reform
= Giev Kashkooli, United Farm Workers

= Sylvia Torres-Guillén, Agricultural Labor Relations Board.

The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.
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(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

PANEL DISCUSSION - California Agricultural Vision
The Board had a discussion on the California Agricultural Vision and the process moving forward. Issues
included an update on the Ag Vision and stakeholder feedback.

Panelists included:

= Edward Thomson, Jr., American Farmland Trust

= Richard Matteis, California Farm Bureau Federation

= Luawanna Hallstrom, California State Board of Food and Agriculture

The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board.

OTHER BUSINESS
Following the panel discussions, the Board took the following actions:

MOTION: Board member Nancy Casady moved that the Board authorize President McNamara to send a
letter, on behalf of the Board, to California’s Congressional Delegation urging national immigration reform
and stressing the importance of this issue to California’s growers and farm workers. Board member
Luawanna Hallstrom seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion.

MOTION: Board member Don Bransford moved that the Board authorize President McNamara to send a
letter, on behalf of the Board, to the Department of Water Resources stressing the need for: short-term and
long-term transfers; consolidated place of use; template agreements for transfers; and a permanent joint point
of diversion for the State and Federal Water Projects. In addition, the letter should call for convening the
State Interagency Drought Task Force. Board member Kiran Black seconded the motion and a unanimous
vote carried the motion.

In addition to the above motions, Board staff was directed to prepare a letter concerning California high-
speed rail for board consideration.

PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comments were provided.

CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:05 p.m.
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