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Role of the State and Regional 
Water Boards 

 
Mission Statement 

 

“Preserve, enhance and restore 
the quality of California’s 

water resources” 
 

 

Central Coast 
Region 
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Central Coast has severe and widespread water 
    pollution.… 

• Drinking Water – nitrate in groundwater 
• Fish and aquatic habitat- nitrate, toxicity, 

pesticides and sediment in streams and 
ocean 
 
 

 
 



Salinas Groundwater Basin – 
Northern Region*  

Maximum Nitrate Concentrations 
in Public Water Supply Wells  

(≥ 15 connections) 1979 to 2009 

<14 mg/L as NO3 

14 mg/L to 44 mg/L as NO3 

>= 45 mg/L as NO3 

NO3 Concentrations in 
milligrams per Liter (mg/L) 
 

82
40%

78
37%

49
23%
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*Excluding Seaside, Langley and Corral de Tierra areas 
 

4 



5 

2010 State Water Resources Control Board 
Report- Toxicity in California Waters 

Quail Creek discharge to Salinas River 
Chemical Plumes Damage Aquatic Life 

 

 

In Central Coast Region: 
 highest percentage  
 of toxic sites 
 state-wide 
 
 56% of sites toxic 
 
 22% of sites  

 highly toxic 
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What is the purpose of the  
Agricultural Order? 

Requires farmers and landowners to 
implement management practices, 
and conduct monitoring and 
reporting, to ensure that farms are 
protecting surface water and 
groundwater.  
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Drinking 
water  
pollution 
cases 

Relative Degree of Regulation 

Relative Degree of Water Quality Impacts 

Irrigated 
Agriculture    

Urban 
Stormwater Timber 

Landfills 

Landfills 

Mun. Wastewater 
Drinking water  
pollution cases 

Mun. Wastewater 

              2012 Order 

Tier 1    Tier 2           Tier 3 

Timber 
Urban 
Stormwater 
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2004 Conditional Waiver 



What does the  
Agricultural Order  

apply to?  
 

1. Land planted to row, vineyard, field and 
tree crops where water is applied for 
producing commercial crops;  
 

2. Specific commercial nurseries, nursery 
stock production, and greenhouse 
operations; 
 

3. Land planted to commercial crops that 
are not yet marketable, such as 
vineyards and tree crops.   
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Tiers and Criteria 
 

Based on relative risk to water quality and discharge 

Tier 1 (Lower Risk) 
• NO chlorpyrifos or diazinon applied, 
• NO impaired surface water, AND 
• If nitrogen loading crop, must be less than 50 acres and not near impacted 

public drinking water well. 
• OR Certified Sustainable-In-Practice (SIP). 

Tier 2 
• Chlorpyrifos or diazinon applied, 
• Impaired surface water, OR 
• If nitrogen loading crop, near impacted public drinking water well or between 

50 – 500 acres. 

Tier 3 (Higher Risk) 
• Chlorpyrifos or diazinon applied, and discharge to impaired surface water; OR 
• If nitrogen loading crop, greater than or equal to 500 acres. 

 



2012 Order Tier 1 2012 Order Tier 3 2012 Order Tier 2 
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152,507 Acres 

(39%) 
 

2174 Farms 
(55%) 

 

 
199,893 Acres 

(51%) 
 

1666 Farms 
(42%) 

 

 
39,329 Acres 

(10%) 
 

111 Farms 
(3%) 

 

2012 Order Tier 1 2012 Order Tier 3 

*Estimated numbers of farms/acres in tier based on Water Board’s 
electronic Notice of Intent data in GeoTracker as of December 2012 



39%

51%

10%
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Tier 1 

Tier 2 

Tier 3 

Acreage in Tier 
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Enrollment 
419,872 Irrigated Acres 

1739 eNOI submittals/4196 Farms 
 

*data approximate as of 12/12 

Central Coast  
Region 



 

File / Update Notice of Intent 

Farm Plan / BMP Implementation 
-- irrigation management 
-- pesticide management 
-- nutrient management 
-- erosion management 
-- schedules to implement 

Surface Receiving Water 
Monitoring and Reporting 

Groundwater Monitoring and 
Reporting 

Backflow prevention and Proper 
Well Abandonment 
 

Annual compliance info -           
Online entry form 

-- Total Nitrogen Applied Reporting** 
-- Photo Monitoring** 

 

2012 Order Tier 1 

Tier 2 Minus: 
 
Annual compliance         
info - Online entry 
form 
 

 

2012 Order Tier 3 

Tier 2 Plus: 
 
Ind. Discharge 
Monitoring 
 
Irrigation and 
Nutrient Mgmt. 
Plan** 
 
Nutrient Balance 
Targets** 
 
Water Quality 
Buffer Plan** 
 
 
 
 

**Subset of Tier 

 

2012 Order Tier 2 
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Petitions to State Board 
• April 2012 - State Board received 5 petitions: 

 Grower Shipper Association, et al. 
 California Farm Bureau Federation, et al. 
 Ocean Mist and RC Farms 
 Jensen Family Farms 
 Monterey Coastkeeper, et al. 

 

• Spring/Summer 2013 – Expect State Board ruling 
• For more information:  

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/
water_quality/a2209centralcoast_ag.shtml 
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http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality/a2209centralcoast_ag.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality/a2209centralcoast_ag.shtml


Petitions to State Board 

• September 2012 - State Board issued partial stay of 
specific provisions: 
– Delayed Annual Compliance Form Submittal until 12/1/12 
– Delayed Backflow prevention implementation until 3/1/13 
– Delayed Photo Monitoring until 6/1/13 
– Stayed provisions related to 

• managing containment structures  
• determining nitrate loading risk 
• reporting typical crop nitrogen uptake 
• reporting verification of practice effectiveness 
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Lawsuit  
 Against State Water Resources Control Board- 11/29/12 
 By 

 Monterey Coastkeeper, (The Otter Project) 
 Santa Barbara Channelkeeper 
 San Luis Obispo Coastkeeper 
 California Sportfishing Protection Alliance 

 For 
 Delaying monitoring and reporting requirements by issuing 

a “stay” of a provision for growers to verify farm water 
quality practice effectiveness 
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Recent Outreach and Assistance 
 to Growers 

Informing Growers of 2012 Order 
• April-May 2012 
• Eleven workshops (multi-lingual), 600+ participants 
• Additional meetings with commodity groups 
• Presentations at local conferences and events 

 

Providing Compliance Assistance Tools and Resources 
• 5-year Compliance Calendar 
• Guidance documents 
• Assistance with Online Reporting                                  

(electronic-Notice of Intent) 
• Coordination with local laboratories 
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Recent Outreach and Assistance 
 to Growers 

Assisting Growers with Compliance 
• Focus on upcoming requirements 
• Annual Compliance Form Workshops 
• Coordination with Monterey Co. TechMobile 
• In-person, phone, local 

 

Providing Growers with Financial Assistance  
• Free Groundwater Sampling and Laboratory 

Analyses (small/disadvantaged) 
• Prop 84 - $3 Million for Irrigation and           

Nutrient Management 
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Recent Outreach and Assistance 
 to Growers 

Interagency Coordination 
• Dept of Food and Ag 
• Dept of Pesticide Reg 
• Dept of Public Health 
• County Agricultural Commissioners 

 

Board Member and Executive Outreach 
• Farm Tours, Dec 2012- Santa Maria and Salinas 
• Meeting with Western Growers and Grower-

Shipper Associations, Jan 2013 
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Moving forward… 
• Implement Water Code and protect beneficial uses; 
• Implement 2012 Agricultural Order -                                       

high priority for the Central Coast Water Board;  
• Focus on goal of water quality protection, not 

unnecessary bureaucracy; 
• Establish Technical Advisory Committee to review 

cooperative water quality treatment projects; 
• Continue outreach and assistance – especially small 

and disadvantaged farms; 
• Provide public with opportunities to comment on 

what is working and what is not working 
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