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January 17, 2012 
 
Craig McNamara 
President, CA State Board of Food and Agriculture 
1220 N St., Room 400 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Marvin Myers 
Chair, Water Subcommittee, CA State Board of Food and Agriculture  
1220 N St., Room 400 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear President McNamara and Chairman Meyers: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the California Roundtable on Water and Food Supply. We were 
pleased to learn that the State Board of Food and Agriculture is addressing water 
transfers—this is an issue of paramount importance to the agriculture sector as well as the 
state as a whole, and sound decision-making and broad collaboration will be important to 
making effective policy. We applaud and support the State Board’s efforts to engage sister 
agencies in coordinated decision-making.  
 
In the recent (November 2011) letter from the State Board to the heads of the Natural 
Resources Agency, the State Water Resources Control Board, and the Department of 
Water Resources inviting collaboration on the topic, reference was made to a checklist of 
issues related to water transfers developed by the California Roundtable on Water and 
Food Supply. I would like to clarify that the partial list of issues that was presented to the 
State Board by CRWFS project director, Katy Mamen was based on the input of a small 
cross-section of Roundtable members to illustrate the kind of issues that are of concern to 
stakeholders, and is not a consensus product of the Roundtable. 
 
The Roundtable has discussed the State Board’s efforts to develop more coordinated 
policy on water transfers. The Roundtable membership is currently working on the topic of 
water storage for agriculture and has not had the opportunity to discuss water transfers in 
detail.  However, we would welcome a formal invitation to examine the topic of water 
transfers and would like to be kept informed of future work by the State Board or the 
Department of Food and Agriculture on the subject of water transfers. We also encourage 
the use of the California Water Plan Update 2009 Volume 2, Chapter 7 on Water 
Transfers, which outlines a list of major issues facing water transfers as well as 
recommendations, that were vetted with a broad group of stakeholders (available at 
http://www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/cwpu2009/index.cfm).  
 
Again, on behalf of CRWFS, thank you for your leadership on the issue of water transfers. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Joseph McIntyre 
President, Ag Innovations Network 
Facilitator, California Roundtable on Food and Water Supply 
 
Cc. Josh Eddy, Executive Director, State Board of Food and Agriculture 
Members of the State Board of Food and Agriculture  
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