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Comments on Draft Climate Resilience Strategy for California Agriculture Document

From Sun Tracker Farm <suntrackerfarm@gmail.com>
Date Thu 11/13/2025 8:51 AM
To CDFA Climate <CDFA.Climate@cdfa.ca.gov>

C AU T 1 O N ! [- External Email -] This email originated from outside of our CDFA organization. Do
not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is expected
and is safe. * * * Use the Phish Alert Report button to report suspicious emails. * * *

Greetings,

We are organic-certified farmers in the Capay Valley growing a diversity of annual, specialty crops as
well as pasture for laying hens. We also manage the remainder of our property not under cultivation
as well as our riparian area along Cache Creek. Our main motivation for farming is to put carbon in
the soil and do our part to reverse climate change.

Below are comments on the draft Climate Resilience Strategy for California Agriculture document.

While the Healthy Soils Program (HSP) may incentivize new practices to be adopted, we have never
been able to access funds because we have always instituted practices covered by it. It is entirely
ludicrous that the state refuses to help us apply compost, institute hedgerows, or plant cover crops
because we already do so. The state, through HSP, should help us to maintain these practices if the
CDFA truly wants healthy soil practices to be utilized. Moreover, for folks less-inclined to adopt these
practices, why would they continue once they no longer qualify for HSP funds? HSP needs to be
revamped to encourage the adoption AND maintenance of these practices.

Maybe the CDFA sees the HSP as a bridge for farmers to then utilize federal NRCS funds for such
practices under EQIP or CSP. However, as had been made painfully obvious in 2025, federal priorities
can change at the whim of a new administration and no longer align with CDFA's climate resilience
goals, let alone funding. Thus federal programs are no longer a secure funding source for these
practices and CDFA needs to appropriately change HSP.

HSP is a good start but CDFA needs to find ways to ensure more farmland incorporates cover
cropping, spreading of compost, and planting hedgerows. These are pretty low-hanging fruit that all
farms can adopt and have been proven to mitigate carbon emissions, improve ecosystem services,
increase the health of surrounding communities, and increase crop yields with fewer carbon-based
inputs. Even in relatively progressive Yolo County, the vast majority of fields are bare in the rainy
season with no hedgerows to speak of. The CDFA must make more inroads for better adoption of
these practices with larger, more industrial, and commodity-based farms.

Many of the goals in the document as well as delegation of regulatory authority to CDFA should
enable a ratcheting down of carbon-based fertilizer and pest control measures. Having records of the

about:blank?windowld=SecondaryReadingPane1 1/2


mailto:CDFA.Climate@cdfa.ca.gov
mailto:suntrackerfarm@gmail.com

12/17/25, 2:44 PM Comments on Draft Climate Resilience Strategy for California Agriculture Document - Bingham, Nina@CDFA - Outlook

amount of pesticides and fertilizers applied, the CDFA needs to require farmers to slowly phase these
out as they run contrary to the majority of goals in the document. Not only would this begin to make
communities and soils healthier, it would make the adoption of compost, cover cropping, and
hedgerows more financially appealing, thereby meeting other goals of the document.

Thank you for considering our input,
Carine and Robert Hines
Growers of Organic Fruits, Shoots, & Roots

Carine: (831) 239 9916

Robert: (650) 722 2244

Mailing: PO Box 302 Guinda, CA 95637

Location: 17110 Forest Ave. Guinda, CA 95637

Check out Sun Tracker Farm on Instagram @suntrackerfarm
Website: www.suntrackerfarm.com
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