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From Chistina Harrington (Y

Date Thu 11/13/2025 8:51 AM
To  CDFA Climate <CDFA.Climate@cdfa.ca.gov>

C AU T I O N![-External Email -] This email originated from outside of our CDFA organization. Do
not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is expected
and is safe. * * * Use the Phish Alert Report button to report suspicious emails. * * *

Hello,
Below are my comments for the climate resilience strategy.

1. Capitalize 'tribal’ and 'native’ when referring to CA Native American Tribes and Native peoples of CA.
The capitalization should be standard and is a sign of respect. | often saw these lower cased in the
report.

2. Pg 11 Tribal Stewardship and Cultivation "are leaning into government -to-government
engagement”. | hope the State isnt ‘leaning Into’ it. It's required in some cases and should be a
standard practice. Also clarify if the state is engaging non-Tribal governments - many in CA are not
federally recognized and aren't technically Tribal ‘governments’ per law but the state does/should still
be engaging them. Be sure to have CDFA’s equity officer/Tribal liaison Thea Rittenhouse review this
report.

3. Action 1.4.1 strengthen farm-to-market pathways...

this section only lists existing grant programs and is not future-looking or innovative as | believe you
wish this report to be. The RFSI grant is already awarded and one-time funding. The Farm to
Community Food Hubs grant is already awarded and one-time funding. To really strengthen these
procurement pathways, CDFA could be a leader by working with other state agencies that also impact
food procurement (CDPH, CDE, CDSS, CDCR, DGS, etc) to create a more cohesive, food
hub/farmer/consumer-centered procurement policies and pathways, best practices and/or
requirements that prioritize climate-smart ag and our socially disadvantaged producers. CDFA is
already doing similar cross-agency work with CalEPA and DWR around streamlining regulations.
Procurement policies and practices are market based solutions and they are well-recognized and
demonstrated to have significant power in changing the economy and farmers' lives

CDFAs evaluation team for the Farm to School Incubator program recently published progress reports
about program impact- highly recommend you review and integrate the ideas/findings especially from
those about enviro impacts, supply chains, and and policy recommendations.
https://californiafarmtoschooleval
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Lastly, many more grant programs supporting farm-to-market/DTC will come online soon thanks to
the Climate Bond: Tribal Food Sovereignty, mobile farmers market, farmers market infrastructure,
urban agriculture

4. CDFA should be investing in more program evaluation like what's been accomplished for the farm
to school incubator grant program. With so many grants and TA programs, we don't actually know
how effective they are without proper evaluation. This could look like setting aside % of program
funding to hire a consultant and/or training CDFA staff on evaluation techniques + design and/or
creating a new office focused on this to support the agency's work moving forward

Thank you!

Christina Harrington (she/her)
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