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Subject: Strengthening California’s Climate Resilience and Bioeconomy Through Soy-
Based Biofuels

Dear Secretary Ross and Members of the CDFA Climate Team:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Climate Resilience Strategy for
California Agriculture. The Strategy represents a bold step toward ensuring that California
agriculture remains productive, sustainable, and resilient in a changing climate. As the
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) finalizes this plan, the American
Soybean Association (ASA) respectfully urges the Department to recognize the vital role of
soy-based biofuels, renewable diesel and biodiesel, as key tools for decarbonization, rural
prosperity, and agricultural resilience.

ASA represents approximately 500,000 U.S. soybean farmers on domestic and
international policy issues important to the soybean industry and has 26 affiliated state
associations representing 30 soybean-producing states. U.S. soybean growers have long
been committed to producing the world’s food, feed, fuel, and thousands of bioproducts in
a sustainable and climate-smart way.

California’s Leadership and Proven Climate Benefits

California has emerged as the nation’s leading user of biomass-based diesel (BBD),
demonstrating the power of agricultural innovation to drive measurable climate progress.
Renewable diesel and biodiesel made from soybean oil have been proven to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by up to 72% compared to petroleum diesel’, improve local air
quality, and enhance energy security, all while maintaining cost competitiveness.

The CDFA Strategic Plan 2025-20302 explicitly references the Department’s role in
supporting the development and implementation of biofuels and other renewable energy
innovations. This recognition demonstrates the ongoing commitment of CDFA to

1 Life cycle energy and greenhouse gas emission effects of biodiesel in the United States with induced land
use change impacts - ScienceDirect
2 https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/exec/public_affairs/pdf/CDFA_Strategic_Plan_2025-2030.pdf
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advancing clean, homegrown fuels that reduce emissions while strengthening agricultural
economies.

Soy-based biofuels such as renewable diesel and biodiesel are already readily available
and scalable, delivering real-world climate solutions today. These fuels are produced from
domestically grown soybeans, refined through established infrastructure, and distributed
through California’s existing fueling network. They offerimmediate, measurable benefits:
reducing emissions, adding value for farmers, and lowering costs for Californians at the
pump while supporting the state’s clean energy goals.

A Partnership That Strengthens the National Bioeconomy

California’s progress is made possible through strong partnerships with out-of-state
soybean producers, primarily in leading agricultural states across the U.S. These growers
provide the renewable feedstocks that fuel California’s growing demand for cleaner, more
sustainable energy.

This collaboration represents a model of national agricultural harmonization, linking
California’s innovation in clean fuel use with the productivity of America’s farmers who
cultivate renewable, sustainable inputs. Together, they form a resilient, farmer-led
bioeconomy that connects agricultural strength to climate progress.

Expanding Markets and Rural Opportunities

As California continues to advance its clean energy leadership, expanding in-state markets
for soy-based biofuels will deliver additional benefits for both rural and agricultural
communities. This includes:

¢ Expanded Market Access: Increasing demand for renewable diesel and biodiesel
creates stable, high-value opportunities for U.S. soybean producers.

* Affordable Fueling Options: Renewable fuels can reduce fuel costs for farmers,
truckers, and rural businesses, providing relief from volatile global energy prices.

¢ Resilient Rural Economies: Expanding renewable fuel infrastructure supports
local jobs, transportation networks, and agricultural logistics.

¢ Climate-Resilient Agriculture: Biofuels reduce the carbon intensity of agricultural
operations, directly supporting the vision of CDFA for climate-smart farming.

Recommendations for the Climate Resilience Strategy
To build upon California’s leadership in sustainable energy and agriculture, ASA
respectfully recommends that CDFA:

1. Explicitly recognize soy-based renewable diesel and biodiesel as tools for
decarbonization and energy resilience within agricultural operations.



2. Highlight California’s leadership as the top user of biomass-based diesel and the
measurable climate benefits achieved through renewable fuels.

3. Strengthen language on partnerships with out-of-state producers to reflect the
national agricultural network supporting California’s clean fuel goals.

4. Establish targeted incentives to expand the use of soy-based biofuels across
agricultural and transportation sectors, including on-farm equipment, trucking, and
rural infrastructure, to further accelerate adoption of low-carbon fuels.

5. Include strategies to expand in-state markets for renewable diesel and biodiesel,
ensuring affordable, climate-resilient fueling options for farmers and rural
communities.

6. Integrate biofuels into the broader bioeconomy framework, emphasizing their
role in circular, low-carbon systems that create value across the agricultural supply
chain.

Conclusion/Next Steps

Soy-based biofuels represent a proven, scalable, and farmer-driven climate solution
produced from renewable resources, refined with innovation, and delivered through
existing infrastructure. California’s leadership in this space demonstrates what’s possible
when agricultural and climate strategies work hand in hand.

By explicitly incorporating soy-based renewable diesel and biodiesel into the final Climate
Resilience Strategy for California Agriculture, CDFA can reaffirm California’s leadership in
renewable energy while recognizing a proven, scalable solution that benefits both farmers
and consumers alike. These fuels not only decarbonize transportation and agricultural
operations but also create value for farmers and Californians statewide, ensuring that
climate progress and economic growth move forward together.

Thank you for your leadership and for considering these comments that will enable a
climate smart future for the people and the planet. We look forward to working with CDFA

to ensure optimal outcomes for our farmers and industry at large.

Sincerely,

Caldy Darflr

Caleb Ragland, President
American Soybean Association



