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MEAT, POULTRY AND EGG SAFETY BRANCH 
GUIDANCE: LABELING RAW PET FOOD 

                        
 

        

Each product formulation and label must be approved by MPES personnel prior to sale or 
distribution. 
Complete Form 79-080 or equivalent for approval.  

       Requirements for labeling (3 CCR § 1180.12)  
o Common or usual name of product

o Must include the most identifiable ingredients in the product
o Example: “Waggy Winston’s Chicken and Veggies”

o Name and address of distributor or packer
o Qualified by terms such as “packed for”, “distributed by”, etc.

o Net weight of product
o Establishment number of the processor with the words: “Processed in Establishment No.”
o Ingredient list in descending proportion
o The words “Not for Human Food” or similar wording must be clear and legible

Co-Packer   Labeling  
The   establishment number   of the   
processor   must be   listed   on   the   
ultimate   label to consumers.  
The immediate   and  master   container   
must   include   all required   labeling   by 
§ 1180.12 . 

Labeling Claims 
o False, deceptive or misleading statements, marks, brands or designs are not allowed (e.g.,

“Human Grade”).
o Supportive documentation is required for claims such as:

o Nutritional claims
o “Non-GMO”, “Organic”, “Grass Fed”, etc.
o Documentation may be provided in forms of certifications, letter of guarantees, or

laboratory results.
o Provided materials and evidence will be reviewed to ensure that they are current, accurate,

and valid.
o Handling statements are not a requirement by MPES.

Meat, Poultry and Egg Safety │ 1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Telephone: (916) 900 5004  │ cdfa.mpes feedback@cdfa.ca.gov │  https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/MPES/ 

Rev: 06/24/2026 

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I5AE144735A0D11EC8227000D3A7C4BC3?originationContext=document&transitionType=StatuteNavigator&needToInjectTerms=False&viewType=FullText&ppcid=325544153be04956bf003be11f36f1b5&t_querytext=CR%28%22REGISTER%202016%22%20%202%201%29&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I5AE144735A0D11EC8227000D3A7C4BC3?originationContext=document&transitionType=StatuteNavigator&needToInjectTerms=False&viewType=FullText&ppcid=325544153be04956bf003be11f36f1b5&t_querytext=CR%28%22REGISTER%202016%22%20%202%201%29&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/MPES
mailto:feedback@cdfa.ca.gov
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/MPES
mailto:feedback@cdfa.ca.gov
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/Ahfss/MPES/pdfs/79-080_label_formulation_and_approval.pdf
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I5AE144735A0D11EC8227000D3A7C4BC3?originationContext=document&transitionType=StatuteNavigator&needToInjectTerms=False&viewType=FullText&ppcid=325544153be04956bf003be11f36f1b5&t_querytext=CR%28%22REGISTER%202016%22%20%202%201%29&contextData=%28sc.Default%29

	Slide Number 1



