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Extreme heat can worsen and cause other natural disasters like droughts and wildfires.
Extreme heat can also cause significant problems for livestock. Extreme heat is also known as
heat waves. Heat waves can worsen drought. A heat wave is a period of very hot and humid
weather that lasts for more than a couple of days. It's not only about how hot it gets, but also
how long it stays hot. Temperatures do not cool overnight. It's important to protect
your livestock and plan ahead for extreme heat.
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Heat waves, drought and wildfire conditions reduce forage growth for livestock to graze. Heat waves
also cause little or no water supply, and heat exhaustion in animals. Planning for extreme heat is very
important to make sure your livestock has enough water. Especially during consecutive extreme
nighttime temperatures.

Extreme heat causes significant stress for all animals. Managing animals in high temperatures
requires good forward planning.

Check livestock for signs of heat stress. Heat stress causes many clinical signs. It can cause
rapid, shallow breathing, weight loss, weakness, dry eyes, nose, and mouth. An animal will ﬂl
raise its head to make it easier to breathe. Contact your veterinarian for immediate livestock
medical assistance.

Monitor weather and drought conditions.

- National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Climate Prediction Center, _—-
National Weather Services (NWS) for your area.

- U.S. Drought Monitor.
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Animal owners are responsible for their animals. They need to prepare for heat events to
ensure the welfare of their animals. Providing plenty of clean, cool water and shade is essential.
It's important to plan ahead.

Size:

Water troughs need to be large enough and accessible to animals. Make sure
there is enough space for the number and size of the livestock in the pen or
group. If a large number of animals are together, increase the number of water
points and flow.

Secure: g

Secure water troughs or containers so they don't overturn. Large concrete 2
troughs are usually immovable and help keep drinking water cool.

Hydration is key. Provide consistent ample fresh drinking water. Water is vital to animals during hot
and humid conditions. Providing enough water will prevent dehydration, a significant contributor
to heat stress.

Ensure this is part of your animal emergency plan.
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