Depopulation is a method by which large numbers of animals are destroyed quickly and
efficiently with as much consideration given to the welfare of animals as practicable,
given extenuating circumstances. Depopulation is used as a strategy for disease control
when foreign and domestic animal disease threats cannot be contained by other
techniques. The depopulation of animals must be authorized by federal and/or state
animal health authorities and will be performed by the depopulation team assigned to
the Incident Management Team (IMT) Operations Section.
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