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C
T: 

O
ff S

ale G
uidelines for P

etroleum
 and A

utom
otive P

roducts

T
he U

nited S
tates C

onstitution and the C
alifornia S

tate C
onstitution both guarantee all 

people the right to "due process" in the questions of life, liberty, or property. 
It is only under

the m
ost unusual circum

stances that a person can even be tem
porarily deprived of their

property w
ithout opportunity 

for 
a 

prior 
hearing. 

 
U

nusual 
circum

stances 
are 

generally
recognized as health and safety issues. T

he potential injury to the public m
ust outw

eigh the
potential injury to the purveyor from

 a tem
porary interference w

ith its business.

The C
alifornia A

ppellate C
ourt, in P

eople v. Leo W
ayne T

ravers, (1975) 53 C
al. A

pp. 3d, 
stated:

"T
he autom

obile is a recognized necessity in our society and the function of its engine,
transm

ission, and brakes are a m
atter of vital im

portance to the m
otorist. 

It is in the
interest of public safety to prevent the m

alfunction and break dow
n of m

otor vehicles
traveling on our crow

ded streets and highw
ays."

K
eeping the due process requirem

ents in m
ind, the follow

ing guidelines are suggested for
use regarding non-conform

ing petroleum
 and autom

otive products. 

U
pon receiving notification that a product failed to m

eet specifications, rem
ove the product

from
 sale based on the test results of the initial sam

ple. If additional product has been
added, the product should rem

ain off-sale until further sam
pling and testing show

s a 
conform

ing product.

Q
uestions regarding this notice should be directed to D

avid Lazier, C
hief, W

eighm
aster

E
nforcem

ent/P
etroleum

 P
roducts B

ranch at (916) 229-3044. 

S
incerely,

M
ike C

leary
D

irector

cc: E
d W

illiam
s, D

irector, C
ounty Liaison O

ffice 


