CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

Cdfa ANTIMICROBIAL USE AND STEWARDSHIP

Common Issues on Veterinary Feed Directives

California’s Food and Agricultural Code (FAC) Section
14406 allows the California Department of Food and Agri-
culture (CDFA) to collect copies of all VFD orders in Califor-
nia from either a manufacturer, distributor or veterinarian.
All VED order information is confidential as stipulated in the
FAC Section 14407. All VFD orders are reviewed to ensure
compliance and the following are areas that need improve-
ment:

e Ensure VFD drugs are being used according to their ap-
proval, including dosage, animal production class and
duration.

e Ensure that multiple VFD orders are not written for the same group of animals on the same
day, unless it is stated that animals must be reassessed prior to feeding the second VFD
order issued.

« ldentify the specific production class within a species that is being fed. (Example: non-
lactating dairy)

« Indicate if substitutions are allowed. Some drug types have different approvals depending
on the product used to manufacture the feed.

o Ensure that a VFD order is written for six months or less. (21 CFR 558)

All veterinarian compliance issues are referred to the Veterinary Medical Board, in accordance
with FAC Sections 14407 and 14408, including submission of incomplete VFD orders, use of
unapproved drugs or extra label use of approved drugs.

More information about VFD requirements can be found on:
- CDFA’s Veterinary Feed Directive web page:
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/is/ffldrs/VeterinaryFeedDirective.html

- FDA'’s Veterinary Feed Directive website:
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/development-approval-process/veterinary-feed-directive
- vfd

More information about Medically Important Antimicrobial Drugs in California can be
found on:

- CDFA’s Antimicrobial Use and Stewardship program’s website:
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/AUS/

AICROBIA
Sk 2

ABS

‘74/ <
2 STEWARDC“X\

Phone: 916-900-5022
Email: AUS_Regulations@cdfa.ca.gov
Website: www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/AUS

California Department of Food and Agriculture
Antimicrobial Use and Stewardship
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