Exhibit Committee Meeting

Meeting held: January 23, 2003

Attending were board members Helen Voss, Lea Rosenberg and Patty Bogle.

Attending from fair board staff was Jeannie Malcolm, Marjorie Pearce and Lonnie Wunder.  Others attending were Betty Berteaux, Barbara Zane, and Kristen Dahl.

Summary-The office staff handles all entries and paperwork. There are many no-shows, but it was felt that the reason is mostly  because of the weather rather than the fact that there is no fee for most entries.  There will be little change to the number of exhibits this year and no change in the amount of cash awards/premiums.  Fair staff feels that interest in entering particular types of exhibits tends to go up and down depending upon many circumstances.   Experience of the fair staff and flexibility allow us to deal with the changes as they occur.  The Exhibit handbook is nearly finished for this year.

Agribusiness Building-

Overseen by Fair Office-Special Feature Exhibits, Service Organization Booths.

Overseen by Esparto Lions Club-Agriculture and Horticulture.  This year the scarecrow exhibit was be discontinued.  In its place will be baskets featuring Yolo County crops. 

Hall of Flowers-

At this point it is not decided who will oversee the Floriculture department.  The themes and classes are lined out by the Fair staff.  Section 32-it was felt that the exhibitor guide should specify a maximum size and weight.  Garden floriculture booths—are very popular.  Previous entrants are allowed first crack at places for the current year.  If they don’t get their entries in it goes to the general public.  There was general discussion as to background music.  Would it enhance the building, or be annoying?  It was brought to the committee’s attention that items have been missing from booths and security will be increased as much as possible.  The handbook clearly states that the Fair is not responsible for loss.

Home Arts Building- 

Overseen by Delta Theta Tau sorority.  

Cooking, clothing and textiles, food preservation

Waite Hall-

Overseen by Friends of Art- they also decide upon the entry classes and themes within the art department entries.  In the past the money that has been raised by the Friends of Art has been distributed to five high schools in Yolo County.  It was felt that the monies should now be distributed via grant requests and Betty will draft and send a letter letting the schools know.  

John Rogers Hall-

Overseen by the Woodland 4-H council.  

Junior Division entries.  Biggest problem in this hall is the number of entries, lack of proper hanging attachments on pieces, and the fact that people do not return for their entries and/or awards.  Often they do not cash their checks because they want to save them.  Question as to whether a trophy or certificate would be just as good as a small premium and save on time and bookkeeping.

