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March 29, 2019 

Sent Via Overnight Delivery and E-Mail 
Ms. Karen Ross 
Secretary of Agriculture 
California Department of Food and Agriculture 
CDFA-QIP 
1220 N Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Petition to Terminate Quota Implementation Plan 

Dear Secretary Ross, 

This firm serves as legal counsel to the coalition of dairymen seeking to 
terminate the Quota Implementation Program (the "Plan"). This letter is being sent 
on behalf of Eugene Azavedo, as the named petitioner, for the purpose of 
submitting a petition signed by the requisite number of market milk producers in 
favor of terminating the Plan (the "Petition"). 

The Petition is being submitted in accordance with Section 1103 of the Plan, 
which provides that "upon receipt of a petition signed by at least 25 percent of 
market milk producers regarding the amendment or termination of this Plan, the 
Secretary shall convene the Producer Review Board to review the merits of the 
petition and make recommendation to the Secretary. If the Secretary finds that the 
Plan no longer tends to effectuate the purpose intended, termination shall be 
submitted for referendum in the same manner as provided for its initial approval." 
(Emphasis added.) Pursuant to emergency legislation that was adopted by the 
legislature in 2017, the Plan was approved by a statewide referendum of producers 
conducted pursuant to Sections 62716 and 62717 of the California Food and 
Agriculture Code. (See Food & Ag. Code, §62757.) 

The enclosed Petition is signed by 285 market milk producers. In addition 
to providing copies of the signed Petition, we have also enclosed a spreadsheet 
listing each of the names of the producers who have executed the Petition to 
terminate the Plan for ease of reference. Based on the number of signatories to the 
Petition, we have exceeded the twenty-five percent (25%) threshold prescribed by 
the Plan when compared against the latest producer list dated January of 2019, 
which was provided by the Plan Administrator, Donald Shippelhoute. 
Accordingly, the applicable statutory provisions mandate the preparation of a ballot 
for submission to all eligible producers in the State seeking their individual vote as 
to whether the Plan shall be terminated. (See Food & Ag. Code, §62717.) 
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Please direct all inquiries regarding the Petition to the undersigned, care of Mr. Azavedo. 
Thank you in advance for your time, as well as the time of your staff to process the Petition. 

Very truly yours, 

KRISTIN A. HAGAN 
KAH:bp 
Enclosures 

cc: Donald Shippelhoute, QIP Administrator (sent via email only) 
Michele Dias, General Counsel (sent via email only) 
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